2013-02-20 FGDC Standards Working Group meeting
External standards for FGDC endorsement
GeoRSS

Questions per Section V.1 of the FGDC Policy on Recognition of Non-Federally Authored Geographic Information Standards and Specifications, http://www.fgdc.gov/standards/standards/standards_publications/Non-FGDC_StandardsSpecs_Policy.pdf  (accessed :  The sponsoring FGDC member agency or agencies shall submit to the FGDC Standards Working Group (SWG) Chairperson shall submit a report that provides the following information:

a. The category of the standard or specification (per Section III above).

Other standards and specifications: GeoRSS is a de facto standard that has been widely accepted by users.

b. The proposed level of FGDC recognition (per Section IV above).

Endorsement

c. A discussion of the applicability of the proposed standard or specification in Federal geospatial activities, including discussion of the conditions where it should be employed and anywhere it should not be, i.e., provide the scope of Federal geospatial applicability of the standard or specification.

From GeoConnections Canada, http://geoconnections.nrcan.gc.ca/994:

GeoRSS  provides a way to encode location in RSS and Atom feeds.  GeoRSS can be added to existing feeds with little effort. It allows users to perform geographic searches on feeds, or to map information found in feeds. Its location content consists of basic geometries (including geographic points, lines, and polygons of interest) and related feature descriptions. GeoRSS feeds are designed to be consumed by geographic software such as map generators. By building these encodings on a common information model, the GeoRSS collaboration is promoting interoperability and "upward compatibility" across encodings.
There are currently two encodings of GeoRSS, Simple, http://www.georss.org/simple.html (accssed February 23, 2015) and GML, http://www.georss.org/gml.html (accessed February 23, 2015):
· GeoRSS-Simple is meant as a very lightweight format that developers and users can quickly and easily add to their existing feeds with little effort. It supports basic geometries (point, line, box, and polygon) and covers the typical use cases when encoding locations.
· GeoRSS GML is a formal GML Application Profile, and supports a greater range of features, notably coordinate reference systems other than WGS-84 latitude/longitude.
d. The specific reason(s) that the standard or specification would be of value to the Federal government and, if applicable, to other members of the FGDC. These should include, but not be limited to, identification of the specific FGDC subcommittee(s) and/or working group(s) whose members support the submission of the standard or specification and how it benefits its/their responsibilities.

Again, from GeoConnections Canada, http://geoconnections.nrcan.gc.ca/994:

 GeoRSS proposes a standardized way in which location is encoded with enough simplicity and descriptive power to satisfy most needs to describe the location of web content.  
Perhaps the most powerful advantages of GeoRSS feeds will be seen in the possibilities for geographic search and aggregation. More than just getting feeds for a particular city or zip code, using GeoRSS it will be possible to search with all sorts of geographic criteria. Perhaps all earthquake-related items within a certain radius--delivered to your phone? Or a feed of traffic accident items along a regular daily commute? Once RSS feeds contain geographic location, applications like these and more are possible.

According to the DHS Geospatial Management Office, “GeoRSS provides a secure, simple messaging format to support syndicated information streams in a geospatial context. This format would be useful for incident management and situational awareness by providing a means for publishing alerts, warnings, and notifications as well as disseminating other critical event-driven messages.”


e. Any restrictions, limitations, or other constraints that may affect promulgation and/or adoption and/or implementation of the standard or specification, e.g., copyright, license fees, restriction of applicability to a specific technology, and the like. The FGDC staff will negotiate with standards organizations to make an attempt to acquire free standards documents for FGDC members.

There are no restrictions, limitations, or other constraints that affect promulgation and/or adoption and/or implementation of GeoRSS.  The specifications for GeoRSS-Simple and GeoRSS GML are freely available through www.georss.org. 

f. The name and business addresses of a point-of-contact (POC) in the proposing or sponsoring FGDC member agency and, if applicable, the name and business addresses of a POC in the proposing non-Federal body.

Michael Donnelly
c/o DHS Geospatial Management Office
245 Murray Lane, SW
Mail Stop 375
Washington, DC 20528-0375
Email: gmo@hq.dhs.gov 

Ms. Julie Binder Maitra
FGDC Standards Coordinator
c/o U.S. Geological Survey
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Mail Stop 590
Reston, VA 20192
Email: jmaitra@fgdc.gov 
Phone: 703-648-4627

g. Identification and/or explanation of the process by which the proposed standard or specification was developed and reviewed. This information will support FGDC determination as to whether the process meets the criteria for a voluntary consensus standards process as defined in OMB Circular A-119. When accredited standards development bodies such as ISO, ANSI/INCITS, and NIST are the authors only their identity need be supplied. Otherwise, a description of the development and review process and a list of participants must be included.

GeoRSS is a de facto standard that has gained widespread acceptance through its simplicity.

Other information:

· INSPIRE, http://inspire.jrc.ec.europa.eu: GeoRSS is a normative reference for Technical Guidance for the Implementation of INSPIRE Download Services for Atom data set feeds.
· Canadian Geospatial Data Infrastructure (CGDI), http://geoconnections.nrcan.gc.ca/:  The CGDI uses GeoRSS in its CGDI.
· GeoRSS has been added to the SDI standards baseline in Chapter 10: Standards Suites for Spatial Data Infrastructure, http://www.gsdidocs.org/GSDIWiki/index.php/Chapter_10 , of the SDI Cookbook.
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