FGDC Comment Sheet


	Organization
	Paragraph/ subpara/PG#
	Figure/ Table/ line #
	Type of  comment
	Comment
	Proposed Change

	USDA, NRCS-Cropper-1
	Line reading: CULTURAL Agricultural Vegetation Cropland, page # 66.

	Appendix B (informative). Relation of USNVC to Land Cover Classifications

Table B2.

	T
	Agricultural Vegetation type pastureland is missing.  It is a separate monitored category in the NRCS National Resource Inventory.  The new monitoring techniques being tested are similar to rangeland monitoring.  Pastureland is somewhat of a misfit in that it has characteristic of natural vegetation (when naturalized) and agricultural vegetation if culturally managed intensely.  This Table B2 does not seem to follow the same conventions as Appendix H page 118 first row of table - LEVEL 3 –

FORMATION

Pasture / Hay

[NLCD = Pasture / Hay]

[NRI = Non-Cultivated

Pastureland and

Hayland]
Permanent Pasture

& Hayland

[=NRI Pastureland and

Native Pasture]

Temperate and

Tropical Permanent

Pasture & Hayland

Grass (211) No NRI Types

e.g., orchardgrass, tall

fescue, perennial

ryegrass, Kentucky

bluegrass, crested

wheatgrass, No NRI list]
I prefer the convention shown by Appendix H.
	List Pastureland underneath Cropland as another choice for Agricultural Vegetation by using the subsets established back on page 20, Table 2.5 Level 2 – Cultural Subclass - Herbaceous Agricultural

Vegetation

With a Level 3 – Cultural Formation being a Pastureland option as well as the one given -Cultivated Crop (meaning an annual crop to me).   This table then would be more in agreement with Appendix H, page 118.  My preferred version.


	USDA, NRCS- Cropper-2

	Page 118
	Appendix H (Informative): Pilot examples of units for Cultural Vegetation: Levels 1 -8.  First line of Table - Pasture / Hay

[NLCD = Pasture / Hay]

[NRI = Non-Cultivated

Pastureland and

Hayland]

Permanent Pasture

& Hayland

[=NRI Pastureland and

Native Pasture]

Temperate and

Tropical Permanent

Pasture & Hayland

Grass (211)
	T
	Level 7 - Type – 

Grass (211) No NRI Types

e.g., orchardgrass, tall

fescue, perennial

ryegrass, Kentucky

bluegrass, crested

wheatgrass, No NRI list]

This appears to saying that these permanent pastures and hayfields are monocultures.  They are not.  There will be at least two dominants or co-dominants.  These listed species are helpful to know what might be included but it might be good to include bermudagrass to represent the SE US.  This entry should be made to be more in line with page 21 description of a cultural type.
At present, there are no NRI types or list, but NRCS is working on this.

	Reword to say: Typical dominant or co-dominant species are orchardgrass, tall fescue, bermudagrass, …….
This would create the impression that these permanent pastures and hayfields are not monocultures in the main.

	USDA, NRCS- Cropper-3

	Page 118
	Appendix H (Informative): Pilot examples of units for Cultural Vegetation: Levels 1 -8.  Third line of table
	T
	LEVEL 6 –

SUBGROUP
Grass-forbs-legumes

mixed

(213)

LEVEL 7 –

TYPE
No NRI Types

Since a representative sample was included in the two lines previous to this might offer the suggestion in the next column to add here.

	Under No NRI Types, add the following:  Example:  Tall fescue, crabgrass, dandelion, narrow-leaf plantain, and white clover pasture.
This subgroup is actually where most permanent pastures and hayfields land if the legume component is strong enough.  There will actually be several other species intermixed into the above pasture plant community.  Tall fescue may make up anywhere from 30-75% of the dry matter production.  The others will contribute from just a few percent to 25% depending on the site and grazing intensity.  This actually may be more like a Level 8 Subtype but at least it gives people the flavor for what a Grass-forbs-legumes pasture might be.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


