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Federal Geographic Data Committee

Established by Office of Management and Budget Circular A-16, the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) promotes the coordinated development, use, sharing, and dissemination of geographic data.

The FGDC is composed of representatives from the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Energy, Housing and Urban Development, the Interior, State, and Transportation; the Environmental Protection Agency; the Federal Emergency Management Agency; the Library of Congress; the National Aeronautics and Space Administration; the National Archives and Records Administration; and the Tennessee Valley Authority. Additional Federal agencies participate on FGDC subcommittees and working groups. The Department of the Interior chairs the committee.

FGDC subcommittees work on issues related to data categories coordinated under the circular. Subcommittees establish and implement standards for data content, quality, and transfer; encourage the exchange of information and the transfer of data; and organize the collection of geographic data to reduce duplication of effort. Working groups are established for issues that transcend data categories.

For more information about the committee, or to be added to the committee's newsletter mailing list, please contact:

Federal Geographic Data Committee Secretariat

c/o U.S. Geological Survey

590 National Center

Reston, Virginia 22092

Telephone: (703) 648-5514

Facsimile: (703) 648-5755

Internet (electronic mail): gdc@usgs.gov

Anonymous FTP: ftp://fgdc.er.usgs.gov/pub/gdc/

World Wide Web: http://fgdc.er.usgs.gov/fgdc.html
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1. Introduction

1.1 Objective

The objective shall clearly state the purpose of the standard.

1.2 Scope

The scope shall be clearly defined, including what is within and not within the scope of the standard.

1.3 Applicability

The applicability shall identify who should use the standard and for what applications.

1.4 Related Standards 

The related standards subsection shall identify any related standards and describe their relationship to this standard.  If there are no related standards, state so.  

1.5 Standards development procedures

The standards development procedures shall adequately describe the process by which the standard was developed. For example, is this an existing standard, a modification of an existing standard or a new standard? Also include any other organizations participating in this standard.

1.6 Maintenance authority

The maintenance authority for this standard shall be clearly stated. If a maintenance strategy is described, it should be understandable, reasonable, and follow FGDC process guidelines.
2. Next Section Title

2.1 Sub-section

2.2 Sub-section

3. Next Section Title, etc

5. REFERENCES

6. APPENDICES

Large tables shall be removed from the body of the standard and placed in a normative appendix if the tables would interrupt the reader’s train of thought. Appendices have a title page that identifies the full title of the appendix. The header, beginning with the title page of the appendix, shall include the same information as in the body of the standard, and additionally include the title of the appendix.

6.1 Normative

The ANSI Style Manual 3/1/91 defines normative annexes as integral parts of the standard that, for reasons of convenience, shall be placed after all other normative elements.

6.2 Informative

The ANSI Style Manual 3/1/91 defines informative annexes as giving additional information, and being placed after the normative elements of the standard. They shall be provided only for the purposes of clarification, illustration, and general information in respect to the standard. They shall be within the scope of the project under which the standard is being developed and promulgated, and they shall not be inconsistent with the standard itself. They shall not contain requirements: mandatory (shall) requirements are rightfully a part of a standard and shall not be placed in an informative annex.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Federal Geographic Data Committee

Department of Agriculture • Department of Commerce • Department of Defense • Department of Energy

Department of Housing and Urban Development • Department of the Interior • Department of State

Department of Transportation • Environmental Protection Agency

Federal Emergency Management Agency • Library of Congress

National Aeronautics and Space Administration • National Archives and Records Administration

Tennessee Valley Authority

iii

