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Geopolitical Entities, Names, and Codes (GENC) Standard Edition 2

A more detailed discussion on the Geopolitical Entities, Names, and Codes (GENC) Standard Edition 2 may be found in the Geospatial-Intelligence Standards Working Group (GWG) change request.
Questions per Section V.1 of the FGDC Policy on Recognition of Non-Federally Authored Geographic Information Standards and Specifications, http://www.fgdc.gov/standards/standards/standards_publications/Non-FGDC_StandardsSpecs_Policy.pdf: 
a. The category of the standard or specification (per Section III).
Other standards and specifications, although based on ISO standards.
b. The proposed level of FGDC recognition (per Section IV above).
Endorsement, with concurrent withdrawal of Geopolitical Entities, Names, and Codes (GENC) Standard Edition 1. 
At its June 11 voting meeting, the Geospatial-Intelligence Standards recommended retirement of GENC Edition 1 and mandating GENC Edition 2 in the Dod IT Standards Repository (DISR).  Following GWG’s lead, the FGDC endorsed GENC Edition 1 in 2013.
c. A discussion of the applicability of the proposed standard or specification in Federal geospatial activities, including discussion of the conditions where it should be employed and anywhere it should not be, i.e., provide the scope of Federal geospatial applicability of the standard or specification.
The Geopolitical Entities, Names, and Codes (GENC) Standard specifies an implementation of ISO 3166, Codes for the representation of names of countries and their subdivisions. This implementation addresses unique U.S. Government requirements for restrictions in recognition of the national sovereignty of a country and identification and recognition of geopolitical entities not included in ISO 3166.  ISO 3166 adopts their names from the United Nations, while the GENC includes names of countries and country subdivisions that have been approved by the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.
d. The specific reason(s) that the standard or specification would be of value to the Federal government and, if applicable, to other members of the FGDC. These should include, but not be limited to, identification of the specific FGDC subcommittee(s) and/or working group(s) whose members support the submission of the standard or specification and how it benefits its/their responsibilities.
Direct use of ISO 3166 conflicts with US Public Law 80-242 (1947), which requires the US Federal Government to use geographic names that have been approved by the US Board on Geographic Names (BGN), http://geonames.usgs.gov/. ISO 3166 contains country and subdivision names from the United Nations, that vary from those approved by the BGN in certain cases. 
The GENC Standard Ed. 2.0 is the US Government implementation of ISO 3166-1, Codes for the representation of names of countries and their subdivisions -- Part 1: Country codes, that conforms to BGN and US Government recognition policy, and the US Government implementation of ISO 3166-2, Codes for the representation of names of countries and their subdivisions -- Part 2: Country subdivision code. The National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency has developed a country codes registry to maintain the data content of the GENC Standard. 
e. Any restrictions, limitations, or other constraints that may affect promulgation and/or adoption and/or implementation of the standard or specification, e.g., copyright, license fees, restriction of applicability to a specific technology, and the like. The FGDC staff will negotiate with standards organizations to make an attempt to acquire free standards documents for FGDC members.
None.  
The GENC Standard Ed 2 may be downloaded from https://nsgreg.nga.mil/doc/view?i=2379. 
f. The name and business addresses of a point-of-contact (POC) in the proposing or sponsoring FGDC member agency and, if applicable, the name and business addresses of a POC in the proposing non-Federal body.
Julie Binder Maitra
FGDC Standards Coordinator
Federal Geographic Data Committee
Core Science Systems
U.S. Geological Survey
U.S. Department of the Interior
Phone: 703-648-4627 
Fax: 703-648-5755 
www.fgdc.gov/standards
http://www.linkedin.com/in/juliebindermaitra

g. Identification and/or explanation of the process by which the proposed standard or specification was developed and reviewed. This information will support FGDC determination as to whether the process meets the criteria for a voluntary consensus standards process as defined in OMB Circular A-119. When accredited standards development bodies such as ISO, ANSI/INCITS, and NIST are the authors only their identity need be supplied. Otherwise, a description of the development and review process and a list of participants must be included.
ISO 3166, upon which GENC Edition 2.0 is based, was developed through the ISO standards process.  The Bureau of Geographic Names (BGN) adjudicates country and sub-division names for use by the Federal government.
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