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AGENDA 
 

Kick-off Meeting of the FGDC Address Theme Subcommittee 
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 

U.S. Census Bureau Headquarters, Suitland, MD 
Room T-2 

 
                     WebEx                   Call-in 
Click here to join the meeting       Phone: 1-866-718-3091 
Meeting Number: 740 789 762       Passcode: 742 322 22 
Password: NAD   

 
 
1:00   Welcome                         Deirdre Bishop 
        Chief, Geography Division, U.S. Census Bureau 
    
1:05 Meeting goals                 Steve Lewis 
              GIO, U.S. Dept. of Transportation 
                   Acting Subcommittee Co-Chair 
 
1:15  Introductions 

 Theme Roles: Champions, Leads, Dataset Manager, and Subcommittee Chairs 

 How your organization consumes or produces address data 
 Are we missing any partners or agencies? 

 
 
1:30 Address Theme: Relevant Background and Challenges                             Steve Lewis, DOT 

 NSGIC, URISA, NGAC and GAO Recommendations                     Lynda Liptrap, Census 

 Recent Census and DOT Initiatives               Address Theme Co-Theme Leads 

 Pilot Project Assessment 

 Funding Challenges 
 
 
1:45 Theme Definition                 Mark Lange, Census 

 Derived from FGDC Address Standard                Steve Lewis, DOT 

 Includes Point Addresses          Address Subcommittee Co-Chairs 
 
 
2:30 Subcommittee Charter            Steve Lewis and Mark Lange 

 Purpose and Scope  

 Potential Subgroups  
 
 
2:45 Next Steps and Assignments                 Steve Lewis and Mark Lange 

 Charter Review 
 User Requirements Workshop 

 Dates for January and Future Meetings 
 

3:00 Adjourn 

https://census.webex.com/census/j.php?MTID=m42248592dee62c8e2538693687790c43
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ADDRESS THEME BACKGROUND REFERENCES 

 

Federal Geographic Coordination Committee (FGDC) 

 OMB Circular A-16 Revised, Coordination of Geographic Information and Related 

Spatial Activities, 2002.  Establishes the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) and 

provides direction for federal agencies that produce, maintain or use spatial data. 

 Circular A-16 Supplemental Guidance, 2010. Outlines a portfolio management approach to 

National Geospatial Data Assets (NGDA) comprised of Themes and their associated 

Datasets. NGDA Themes are synonymous with OMB Circular A-16 Themes. 

 Current list of NGDA Themes, and NGDA Datasets. 

 FGDC National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) Management Plan, 2014. Portfolio 

Management Implementation Plan as required by Circular A-16. 

 FGDC NSDI Strategic Plan (2014-2016), 2014. Establishes goals and metrics for the 

management plan. A transitional plan, Strategic Framework 2017, is in progress  and will 

provide the foundation for the next NSDI Strategic plan under the new administration. 

 The FGDC Governance Structure.  Includes FGDC Subcommittees links. 

 

Implementation of the Goals and Objectives outlined in the NSDI Strategic Plan 

 FGDC Annual Report 2015. Summary of program, management, budget, and performance 

information and FGDC's actions over the past fiscal year. 

 Geospatial Platform. Includes a status checker, data marketplace, and Theme community 

pages. 

 NGDA Lifecycle Maturity Assessment (LMAs). This is a baseline report and visualization 

of the maturity of NGDA datasets. 

 NGDA Theme Strategic Plans.  Each Theme lead  is  responsible for implementing a 

Strategic Plan and one will need to be completed for the Address Theme.   Examples of 

recent strategic plans can be found here for the Governmental Units  and Transportation 

themes. 

 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars_a016_rev/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars_a016_rev/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/memoranda/2011/m11-03.pdf
http://www.fgdc.gov/ngda-reports/Theme_Descriptions.html
http://www.fgdc.gov/ngda-reports/NGDA_Datasets.html
https://www.fgdc.gov/policyandplanning/a-16/ngda-management-plan
http://www.fgdc.gov/nsdi-plan/nsdi-strategic-plan-2014-2016-FINAL.pdf
https://www.fgdc.gov/organization
http://www.fgdc.gov/resources/whitepapers-reports/annual%20reports/2015/index_html
https://www.geoplatform.gov/
https://cms.geoplatform.gov/A-16-NGDA-Theme-Community/LMA
https://cms.geoplatform.gov/sites/default/files/a16govunits/GOV_UNITS_THEME_Strategic_Plan_FINAL.pdf
https://cms.geoplatform.gov/sites/default/files/a16transportation/Transportation%20Theme%20Strategic%20Plan%20FY2016.pdf
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Position Papers and Workshops on the National Addresses 

DOT and Census Address Activities 

 Address Summit  held in Shepherdstown, WV on Sept. 7-9, 2011. Organized by the 

Geography Division of the U.S. Census Bureau. 

 Community Addressing Conference held in Leesburg, VA on April 17-19, 2013. Organized 

by the Geography Division of the U.S. Census Bureau.  

 National Address Database Summit held at the Maritime Institute in Linthicum, MD on 

April 8-9, 2015. Organized by the office of the DOT Chief Information Officer.   

 National Address Database Pilot Project Findings Report, 2016.  Findings from the 2015-

16 pilot project that included identifying a minimum data content guideline and examining 

approaches to assist counties that do not have electronic address point data. 

 Census Optimal Address Data Submission Guidelines for the 50 States and D.C. and 

Puerto Rico.  

 Census Address Ontology, draft v11. 
 

National Geospatial Advisory Committee (NGAC) Papers 

 The Need for a National Address Database, 2012. Describes a vision for a national address 

database. 

 The Need for a National Address Database – Use Cases, 2014. Outlines seven cases where 

a national address database would have significant advantages.  

 

National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) Papers and Surveys 

 A National Address Point Database Will Improve Government Services, 2014.  Issues 

Brief. 

 Address Points for the Nation: Contrasting the functions of Address Points and Parcel 

Maps. 2015 Issues Brief.  

 Finding the Right Location for the National Address Database, 2016. Issues Brief. 

 The NSGIC Address Committee meets every third Thursday at 11 am Eastern 

 

 

Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA) 
 

 Support and Recommendations for the Proposed National Address Database, 2016.  

Memo to FGDC leadership. 

https://www.census.gov/geo/gssi/2011_address_summit.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/gssi/add_conf.html
https://www.nsgic.org/public_resources/01_Lewis.pdf
https://www.fgdc.gov/topics/national-address-database/nad-pilot-project-final-report.pdf
https://www.census.gov/geo/www/gss/gdlns/Address_Data_Submission_Guidelines_v1.1.pdf
http://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/gssi/Address_Data_Submission_Guidelines_PRv1.pdf
http://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/gssi/Census_Address_Ontology_v11.pdf
https://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/december-2012/NGAC%20National%20Address%20Database%20Paper.pdf
https://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/december-2014/ngac-national-address-database-use-case-paper-december-2014.pdf
https://www.nsgic.org/public_resources/Address_Point_Database_Values_V1_051914.pdf
https://www.nsgic.org/public_resources/Address_Points_FTN_Brochure_102615_Final.pdf
https://www.nsgic.org/public_resources/Address_Points_FTN_Brochure_102615_Final.pdf
https://www.nsgic.org/public_resources/Finding-the-Right-Location-for-the-National-Address-Database_040416_NSGIC_Final.pdf
https://www.nsgic.org/address-committee
http://www.urisa.org/clientuploads/directory/Documents/Advocacy/FINAL_URISA_NationalAddressDatabase06062016.pdf
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DRAFT ADDRESS THEME DEFINITION 

Address 

v1.1  The words, numbers, or both used to describe a location by reference to a 

geographic location and potentially associated with a thoroughfare or landmark. 

An address may specify a point of postal delivery. [33 words] 

 

 

EXISTING THEME DEFINITIONS (for reference) 

Biota 

Pertain to, or describe, the dynamic processes, interactions, distributions, and relationships between and among 

organisms and their environments. [18 words] 

Cadastre 

Past, current, and future rights and interests in real property including the spatial information necessary to describe 

geographic extents. Rights and interests are benefits or enjoyment in real property that can be conveyed, 

transferred, or otherwise allocated to another for economic remuneration. Rights and interests are recorded in land 

record documents. The spatial information necessary to describe geographic extents includes surveys and legal 

description frameworks such as the Public Land Survey System, as well as parcel-by-parcel surveys and 

descriptions. Does not include Federal government or military facilities.  [87 words] 

Climate and Weather 

Meteorological conditions, including temperature, precipitation, and wind, that characteristically prevail in a 

particular region over a long period of time. Weather is the state of the atmosphere at a given time and place, with 

respect to variables such as temperature, moisture, wind velocity, and barometric pressure. [46 words] 

Cultural Resources 

Features and characteristics of a collection of places of significance in history, architecture, engineering, or society. 

Includes National Monuments and Icons. [21 words] 

Elevation 

The measured vertical position of the earth surface and other landscape or bathymetric features relative to a 

reference datum typically related to sea level. These points normally describe bare earth positions but may also 

describe the top surface of buildings and other objects, vegetation structure, or submerged objects. Elevation data 

can be stored as a three-dimensional array or as a continuous surface such as a raster, triangulated irregular 

network, or contours. Elevation data may also be represented in other derivative forms such as slope, aspect, ridge 

and drainage lines, and shaded relief. [92 words] 
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Geodetic Control 

Survey control points or other related data sets which are accurately tied to the National Spatial Reference System 

(the official, common federal system for establishing coordinates for geospatial data that are consistent 

nationwide). Geodetic control examples include: passive geodetic control marks, active geodetic observing systems, 

data from Global Navigation Satellite Systems (e.g., GPS), gravity measurements, and models of the earth's gravity 

field (geoid). [63 words] 

Geology 

Geographically-referenced data pertaining to the origin, history, composition, structure, features, and processes of 

the solid Earth, both onshore and offshore. Includes geologic, geophysical, and geochemical maps, stratigraphy, 

paleontology, geochronology, mineral and energy resources, and natural hazards such as earthquakes, volcanic 

eruptions, coastal erosion, and landslides. Does not include soils. [49 words] 

Governmental Units, and Administrative and Statistical Boundaries 

Boundaries that delineate geographic areas for uses such as governance and the general provision of services (e.g., 

States, American Indian reservations, counties, cities, towns, etc.), administration and/or for a specific purpose (e.g., 

Congressional Districts, school districts, fire districts, Alaska Native Regional Corporations, etc.), and/or provision 

of statistical data (census tracts, census blocks, metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas, etc.). Boundaries 

for these various types of geographic areas are either defined through a documented legal description or through 

criteria and guidelines. Other boundaries may include international limits, those of federal land ownership, the 

extent of administrative regions for various federal agencies, as well as the jurisdictional offshore limits of U.S. 

sovereignty. Boundaries associated solely with natural resources and/or cultural entities are excluded from this 

theme and are included in the appropriate subject themes. [131 words] 

Imagery 

Georeferenced images of the Earth's surface, which have been collected via aerial photography or satellite data. 

Orthoimagery is prepared through a geometric correction process known as orthorectification to remove image 

displacements due to relief and sensor characteristics, allowing their use as base maps for digital mapping and 

analyses in a GIS. Specific imagery data sets created through image interpretation and classification, such as a land 

cover image, can be found under themes specific to the subject matter. Includes imagery such as Landsat, National 

Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP), Digital Orthophoto Quarter Quadrangles (DOQQs). [92 words] 

Land Use-Land Cover 

LU/LC is a term referring collectively to natural and man-made surface features that cover the land (Land Cover) 

and to the primary ways in which land cover is used by humans (Land Use). Examples of Land Cover may be grass, 

asphalt, trees, bare ground, water, etc. Examples of Land Use may be urban, agricultural, ranges, and forest areas. [58 

words] 

Real Property 

The spatial representation (location) of real property entities, typically consisting of one or more of the following: 

unimproved land, a building, a structure, site improvements and the underlying land. Complex real property 

entities (that is "facilities") are used for a broad spectrum of functions or missions. This theme focuses on spatial 

representation of real property assets only and does not seek to describe special purpose functions of real property 

such as those found in the Cultural Resources, Transportation, or Utilities themes. [81 words] 
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Soils 

Depicts the geography and attributes of the many kinds of soils found in the landscape at both large and small map 

scales. A Living dynamic resource providing a natural medium for plant growth and habitat for living organisms, 

soil recycles nutrients and wastes, stores carbon, and purifies water supplies. Soil has distinct layers (called 

‘horizons’) that, in contrast to underlying geologic material, are altered by the interactions of climate, landscape 

features, and living organisms over time. For more information on Soils, see http://soils.usda.gov/ [83 words] 

Transportation 

Means and aids for conveying persons and/or goods. The transportation system includes both physical and 

nonphysical components related to all modes of travel that allow the movement of goods and people between 

locations. [33 words] 

Utilities 

Means, aids, and usage of facilities for producing, conveying, distributing, processing or disposing of public and 

private commodities including power, energy, communications, natural gas, and water. Includes sub themes for 

Energy, Drinking water and Water treatment, and Communications. [38 words] 

Water – Inland 

Interior hydrologic features and characteristics, including classification, measurements, location, and extent. 

Includes aquifers, watersheds, wetlands, navigation, water quality, water quantity, and groundwater information. 
[23 words] 

Water – Oceans and Coasts 

Features and characteristics of salt water bodies (i.e. tides, tidal waves, coastal information, reefs) and features and 

characteristics that represent the intersection of the land with the water surface (i.e. shorelines), the lines from 

which the territorial sea and other maritime zones are measured (i.e. baseline maritime) and lands covered by water 

at any stage of the tide (i.e. Outer Continental Shelf ), as distinguished from tidelands, which are attached to the 

mainland or an island and cover and uncover with the tide. [83 words] 

http://soils.usda.gov/
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