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1.  What is PAD-US?  



Protected Areas 

Database  

of the  

United States 

PAD-US 

natural, recreational, 

historic or cultural 
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What do we all want?  

▪ Find out about any park or protected area  

▪ Anywhere in the U.S.   

▪ All in one data set 

That’s the vision for PAD-US  
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Includes:  

Small sites to huge sites…  

Recreation to habitat…  

 

Everything.  
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PAD-US is geospatial (GIS) data  

3 billion acres* 

120,000 units 

15,000+ agencies 

Published by USGS 

 

*Includes ownership and overlapping 

designations, plus marine protected areas 
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PAD-US is boundaries  

Ownership 

Management 

Designations 

(Fee/easement;  

Wilderness, MPAs, 

etc.)  
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Put it all together, and . . .  
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What can PAD-US tell you? 

Unit Name 

State Name 

Owner and Manager 

GIS Source Source data or standardized 

Biodiversity protection status 

Fee or Easement 
Date of Establishment 

Acres 

Public Access  
Open, Closed, Restricted 

Designation Type 
“National Wildlife Refuge” “National Forest” 

“State Park”   
Agency Type 

“Federal” 

“Local Gov” 

Agency Name 

“National Park Service” 

“State Parks and Rec” 
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2.  Here’s how PAD-US is being used  



Federal 

State 

Local/regional 

NGO 

Academic 

Business 

Global 
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Four quick examples  

1. Habitat conservation 

2. Wildfire management 

3. Recreation.gov   

4. Healthy people and ParksRx 
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Case 1:  Habitat conservation 
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NAWPA 2016 Report Findings  
(Status of Conservation in North America) 

 



Case 2:  Wildfire - land mgmt. data crucial 
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Case 3:  Helping Recreation.gov 

• Reservable sites . . . 

• Within park 

boundaries 

• PAD-US serves park 

boundaries into 

Recreation.gov  

Entries 

Trails 

Campgrounds 

PARK  
ATTRIBUTES 

 Hiking 

 Biking 

 Climbing 

 Fishing 

 Restrooms 

 Trail map avail. 

 Open all year? 

 etc.  
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Case 4:  ParkRX - Health Parks, Healthy People 

THEORY:   

 Outdoor rec supports 

mental, physical health 

 Doctors give prescription 

for park use 

 Patient follows, health 

improves 

 Data support applications – 

Find a park near me 
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PAD-US – Great data helps us do even more . . . 
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With great data, we can…  

▪ Ensure effective energy development siting 

and mitigation 

 

▪ Track conservation assets 

 

▪ Avoid expensive hazards (flood, fire, 

hurricane) in our development decisions 

 

▪ Encourage private innovation including 

mobile apps for recreation 

 

▪ Support proactive park planning 
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3.  What’s under the hood of PAD-US?  



PAD-US Partnership  
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Partial list 



How PAD-US is built 

▪ States 

▪ Feds 

▪ NGOs 
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Federal Lands Working Group (FLWG) 

▪ 14 land managing and 

related agencies 

▪ Collaboration to support 

aggregation of federal land 

ownership and 

management designations 

into PAD-US 

▪ Sharing best practices, 

improving internal systems, 

raising awareness 

 23 https://cms.geoplatform.gov/a16govunits/FederalLands 



Federal lands into PAD-US 

FLWG defines protocols 

Submit data to USGS for 

integration 

USGS combines with 

state data to publish 

PAD-US  
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State Stewards 

 
▪ In each state:  1-2 agencies, 

universities, NGOs 

▪ Compiles nonfederal lands data  

▪ Many states with effective systems 

▪ Other states need improvement 
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NGDA = data the nation needs 

PAD-US is linked through two data themes: 

• Cadastral (tracks ownership) and  

• Gov Units (National Boundary Group 

coordination) 
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PAD-US is a National Geospatial Data Asset  



PAD-US Data Standard 
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▪ Grassroots development, broad 

review 

▪ Flexible to support data sharing for 

common needs 

▪ Completed USGS review, in 

publication 

▪ FGDC process to establish a standard 

next 



How to get PAD-US  

Get: 

 

Data (shape, 

geodatabase, 

Google Earth) 

Web services 

gapanalysis.usgs.gov/padus 
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More Info 

gapanalysis.usgs.gov/padus www.ProtectedLands.net 
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4.  What’s next for PAD-US? 



The PAD-US Vision realized . . . 

▪ Every park 

 

▪ Everywhere 
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PAD-US Action Plan 

PAD-US report  -  www.protectedlands.net/vision      summary, full reports 
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http://www.protectedlands.net/vision


Call to action 

We need partners to complete PAD-US: 

• Finish local / regional parks 

• Improve federal data 

• Support states 

• Make system more efficient 

• Do more outreach and user support  
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You can help  

 Highlight the importance of great 

geospatial data – data stewards need 

your support! 

 

 PAD-US is a national resource!  

Support collaboration 

 Encourage use of PAD-US, and tell 

us about examples 
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Q&A – Your turn 



1.  Exploring the PAD-US Viewer 



1. PAD-US Website gapanalysis.usgs.gov/padus 
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1. PAD-US Viewer - layers of information 
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maps.usgs.gov/padus 



1. Fine Level Agency - Manager Name 
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Denver, CO 



1. General Agency - Manager Type 
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Denver, CO 



1. Level of Public Access 
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Denver, CO 



1. Protection Status by Manager 
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Denver, CO 



1. PAD-US Viewer - Click map for more info 
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1. PAD-US Viewer Navigation - shift, drag to zoom 
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Virginia 



1. PAD-US Viewer Navigation - Search 
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Alaska 



1. PAD-US Viewer - Basemaps for context 
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USGS Imagery 



1. PAD-US Viewer - Basemaps for context 
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USGS Imagery w labels - Florida 



2.  What’s new at ProtectedLands.net  



1. ProtectedLands.net  

www.ProtectedLands.net 

 

 PAD-US companion site 

 

 Partners, PAD-US uses and 

future plans  

 

 Uses USGS web services for 

maps (available for public use!) 
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www.ProtectedLands.net
www.ProtectedLands.net


1. ProtectedLands Map - layers and boundaries 

51 protectedlands.net/map 



1. Layers - DOI, Other Federal and Tribal  
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+ Cities  



1. Federal Management Agencies  (in West) 
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1. Federal Management Agencies - East + Congress   
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1. Protection Category  
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Boston, MA 



1. Base maps and authoritative data 
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1. Base maps 
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Boston, MA 



1. Identify 
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Boston, MA 



1. Zoom, BirdsEye, Share 
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1. Reports - coming soon! 
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1. Reports 
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4.  What do you need?  


