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2012 FGDC Guidance to NGAC
Developed based on input and suggestions from FGDC SC, ExCom, 
and CG members, and input from NGAC members
Primary Topic Areas:

Geospatial Platform 
Landsat
OMB Circular A-16 Data Themes
National Enhanced Elevation Assessment
National Address Database
National Hydrology Database

NGAC Points of Contact (POCs) for key programs
Guidance posted at:
http://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/april-2012/2012-fgdc-guidance-to-ngac.pdf

http://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/april-2012/2012-fgdc-guidance-to-ngac.pdf


April 2012 NGAC Agenda
Agenda Topics:

Leadership Dialogue
Geospatial Platform Business Plan
NGAC Innovative Strategies Paper
FGDC Report 
Subcommittee/Point-of-Contact Reports
Sessions on FGDC Guidance Topics

Background briefing
Overview of Guidance
Discussion of objectives/deliverables



Geospatial Platform
The NGAC has provided feedback throughout the development of the 
Geospatial Platform:

Comments on Modernization Roadmap and Value Proposition documents
Three NGAC recommendations:  

June 2010:  ”The NGAC endorses the Geospatial Platform concept as described 
in the Platform Roadmap and encourages the Administration, along with federal 
agency leadership, to adopt, support, and implement this initiative in partnership 
with State, local, regional and Tribal governments.”
September 2010:  “The NGAC recommends the establishment of an 
Intergovernmental Subcommittee of the NGAC as the interim intergovernmental 
coordination body for the development of the Geospatial Platform.”
October 2011:  “The NGAC strongly recommends that the FGDC Steering 
Committee immediately take the following actions:

Finalize the business plan and shared investment strategy for the Geospatial 
Platform as a part of the FY 2013 budget cycle.
Designate the managing partner organization with appropriate authorities 
and responsibilities to implement the Geospatial Platform.”



Geospatial Platform

2012 NGAC Guidance Topics:
Provide feedback and comments on the Geospatial Platform 
Business Plan, particularly the sections dealing with governance 
and metrics.  
What are the incentives that the Federal government should 
consider providing to encourage non-Federal participation in the 
Platform?
What are the best mechanisms for identifying ongoing 
requirements for the Platform and encourage participation in the 
Platform from our State/Regional/Local/Tribal partners? How can 
we best engage the private sector in the Platform?
Provide suggestions on particular applications or services that 
should be implemented on the Platform



Geospatial Platform

NGAC Geospatial Platform Subcommittee 
Subcommittee met on April 11 and provided initial 
feedback on Business Plan.
ACTION: The NGAC Geospatial Platform Subcommittee 
will integrate NGAC comments on the Platform business 
plan.  NGAC comments will be developed by May 11.
Primary focus areas for comments: Concept of Operations, 
Governance, Risk Management, Performance 
Measurement



Innovative Strategies Paper
Decision:  The NGAC adopted a white paper on Innovative Strategies for 
Geospatial Programs and Partnerships.
Overarching recommendation:  
“The FGDC responsibilities for leadership, management and 
coordination of geospatial information and services across 
government, including continuing management of the Geospatial 
Platform and its supporting data, must assume a central role in the 
policy, budgetary, and procurement process related to geospatial 
programs.”
Recommendations on 3 topics:

Strategically leveraging technologies, policies, & trends, 
Fostering a data integration environment
Utilizing public-private partnerships

Paper posted at: 
http://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/april-2012/ngac-innovative-strategies-paper-final-apr-2012.pdf

http://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/april-2012/ngac-innovative-strategies-paper-final-apr-2012.pdf


Landsat
NGAC Landsat Advisory Group (LAG) held initial 
meeting on April 16
LAG includes NGAC members and additional 
remote sensing experts
ACTION: The LAG will address two initial study 
topics:

Summarize the economic value of Landsat data
Provide feedback on the issue of charging fees for 
Landsat data 



National Enhanced Elevation

The NGAC received a briefing on the NEEA and 
proposed national elevation program.
The NGAC approved the following resolution:

“The NGAC endorses a national elevation program (i.e., 
3D Elevation Program, or 3DEP) as described in the 
National Enhanced Elevation Assessment conducted by 
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  The NGAC 
encourages the USGS, the Department of the Interior, 
and Federal partner agencies to refine, adopt, and 
implement this program in partnership with other levels 
of government, academia, and the private sector.”



National Address Database
2012 NGAC Guidance:
The FGDC is requesting that NGAC develop a white paper addressing 
the following points:

The need for a National Address Database and the benefits and 
potential savings and efficiencies that will be realized
Potential concerns about a National Address Database, including 
privacy issues
Possible approaches for development of a National Address 
Database, including the roles of Federal, State, local, and Tribal 
governments, as well as other stakeholders



National Hydrography Dataset
2012 NGAC Guidance Topics:

What are the barriers to greater standardized use of the NHD?  
How can implementation of a single nationwide, and multi-agency, 
hydrography dataset be improved?
Is the current stewardship model the optimal strategy for engaging 
partners and improving the data?  What improvements can be 
made or incentives leveraged to strengthen stewardship and 
funding?
What are the administrative/policy, technical and coordination best 
practices for maintaining NHD data across multiple sectors and 
levels of government?  



Circular A-16 Data Themes/Datasets
2012 NGAC Guidance Topics:

Are there significant gaps or omissions in the revised data themes 
and associated datasets?  
How can State, local, and tribal governments, as well as other 
stakeholders, contribute most effectively to implement the 
development of the revised data themes and associated datasets?
How can stakeholders and communities of interest contribute to 
the development of sustainable models for data theme and dataset 
development and maintenance?



Next Steps
NGAC will form subcommittees to address the 
topics in the 2012 FGDC guidance
Subcommittees will meet with Federal subject 
matter experts to discuss guidance and develop 
action plans
Subcommittees will report on progress and 
deliverables at September 18-19 NGAC meeting



NGAC Appointments
2012 NGAC Call for Nominations

10 of the 28 current NGAC appointments expire 
12/31/12  
FGDC will do outreach to partners on 
nomination process – April/May 2012
FGDC will issue Call for Nominations in June 
2012
Information and instructions will be posted on 
NGAC website

15



Current NGAC Membership
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Non‐Governmental (14) Governmental (14)
Private Sector (10)
David DiSera
Kass Green*
Xavier Lopez
Kim Nelson*
Jack Pellicci
Cynthia Salas
Jack Dangermond
Anne Hale Miglarese
Matt O’Connell
Pat Olson

State (6)
Dick Clark
Bert Granberg
E. Donald McKay 
Anthony Spicci
Gary Thompson 
Gene Trobia

County (2)
Randy Johnson*
Laurie Kurilla 

Academia (3)
Dave Cowen*
Timothy Nyerges 
Joanne Gabrynowicz

Federal (2)
Jerry Johnston
Jim Kwolek

Regional (2)
Eugene Schiller*
Molly Vogt

Non‐Profit (1)
Mark Reichardt

City/Municipal (1)
Robert Austin

Tribal (1)
David Wyatt

Current Members 
(Terms expire December 2012)

Current Members 
(Terms expire December 2013)

* Members completing second term 
on NGAC in December 2012.  Per the 
NGAC Charter, cannot be appointed 
to third consecutive term.

April 2012



Draft NGAC Appointments Timeline

Date Action

April/May 2012 Outreach to partners about nominations/appointments

June 1 Call for Nominations (Open for 45 days)

July 16 Nominations due

July Compilation/analysis of nominations – distribution to 
Interagency Review Panel

August Review Panel – evaluation of nominations & development 
of recommendations to DOI Office of the Secretary

September Appointments package submitted to Office of Secretary

September-December Appointments reviewed/approved/signed

December 31, 2012 New appointments take effect

DRAFT 5-8-12



QUESTIONS?

www.fgdc.gov
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