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Introduction
The Mission/Purpose of the Vegetation Subcommittee is:  
the coordination of terrestrial vegetative data-related 
activities among Federal agencies and establishes a 
mechanism for the coordinated development, use, sharing, 
and dissemination of terrestrial vegetation data.
Members include: 

•Ralph H. Crawford, USFS
•Mike Mulligan, USGS
•Gene Fults, NRCS
•Chris Lea, NPS*
•Don Faber Langendoen, 
NatureServe
•Dave Cleland, USFS*
•Scott Franklin, ESA
•Alexa McKerrow, USGS

•Kristin Snow, Nature
•Jill Parsons, ESA
•Cliff Duke, ESA
•Harbin Li, USFS
•Robert Peet, UNC/ESA
•Dave Tart, USFS*
•John Dennis, NPS
•Michelle Cox, US Navy

•Carol Spurrier, BLM
•Greg Reams, USFS
•Karl Brown, NPS
•Kathy Goodin, NatureServe
•Laurel Gorman, USACE
•Elizabeth Middleton, NASA
•Dennis Thompson, USDA

* Active former members
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Recent Meetings
The Vegetation Subcommittee met monthly via conference 
call.
The topics discussed at this meeting include: 

Ecological Society of America Panel Midcareer Managers 
Workshop
Hierarchy Revisions Working Group – Finalizing their activity
NVC Group Review

ESA managing the review
Associate Editors have elicited reviews from their colleagues 
Final reviews completed this spring

MOU 
Agency Briefings
Organizational reports

Some of the outcomes arising from this meeting include: 
Follow up on MOU within the agencies
Survey for the participants from the Managers Workshop
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NVC 2008 Hierarchy
Upper

Formation Class Forest and Woodland (Mesomorphic)

Formation Subclass Temperate Forest

Formation Cool Temperate Forest

Mid*

Division Western North American Cool Temperate Forest

Macrogroup Northern Vancouverian Montane and Foothill Forest 

Group East Cascades Oak – Ponderosa Pine Forest and 
Woodland

Lower

Alliance Ponderosa Pine – Oregon White Oak Woodland

Association Ponderosa Pine – Oregon White Oak / Arrowleaf
Balsamroot Woodland
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National Vegetation Classification Standard Briefing
February 27, 2012

Washington DC & Raleigh NC

Jim Reeves, Deputy Chief for Research and Development, USFS
Tony Tooke, Director Ecosystem Management Coordination, USFS
Ralph Crawford, National Program Leader for Rangeland Ecology, 
USFS‐RD (Vegetation Subcommittee Chair)
Robert Peet, Professor of Biology, UNC; Vegetation Panel, ESA
Alexa McKerrow, Biologist, Core Science Analytics and Synthesis, USGS
Ken Brewer, Program Leader for Remote Sensing, USFS
Rich Guldin, Staff Director Quantitative Sciences, USFS
William Timco, Deputy Director Forest Management, USFS
Robert Mangold, Director, Forest Health Protection, USFS
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National Vegetation Classification Standard Briefing
February 2, 2012

Denver, CO & Reston, VA

USGS – Core Science Analytics and Synthesis
Cheryl Morris, Director  
Michael McDermott, Deputy Director
Alexa McKerrow, Biologist, NVC Implementation Manager
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Mid-Career Managers NVC Workshop
35 Participants from a variety of 
land management agencies met 
on March 20, 2012.

Topics covered include: 
Tangible applications and uses 
of the NVC, as they relate to 
agency business needs (e.g. 
mapping & modeling).
Cross-walking the NVC to other 
classification systems (e.g.  
NRCS Ecological Site 
Descriptions).
Identifying NVC user needs; 
documenting implementation 
challenges and brainstorming 
solutions.

US National Vegetation Classification Workshop Agenda
March 20, 2012, Denver Federal Center, Building 810, Hayden & King Auditorium

 

8:00 – 8:15     Introductions, Overview, and Housekeeping (Mike Mulligan, USGS) 

8:15 – 8:30  The Rationale for this Workshop (Scott Franklin, ESA Panel): to describe the 
NVC and demonstrate the value to participants from the standpoint of its 
logic and organizational structure, shared interagency mandates, and 
flexibility and uses of the system. 

8:30 – 8:45    Introduction to the NVC (Alexa McKerrow, USGS) 

8:45 – 9:40     Roundtable Discussion: how do you use vegetation information and the 
NVC?  We will separate into four breakout groups according to nametag 
color and present back to the group. 

9:40 – 10:15  Breakout Group Presentations 

10:15 – 10:30   Break 

10:30 – 11:15   How the Classification Works and What Supports it (Todd Keeler‐Wolf, ESA 
Panel) 

11:15 – 11:45   Case Study:  How the NVC can help with Ecological Site Description (ESD) 
Development 

11:45 – 12:45   Lunch 

12:45 – 1:30   Case Studies: How the NVC can help with MLRAs (Major Land Resource 
Areas); How the NVC can help with the NRCS Conservation Effects 
Assessment Project (CEAP) 

1:30 – 2:00    Tangible Examples of NVC Uses from Monitoring, Mapping, and Habitat 
Modeling. (Todd Keeler‐Wolf, ESA Panel) 

2:00 – 2:15  Potential Conservation Planning for Jefferson County, CO Using NVC 
Vegetation Information (Joe Stevens, Colorado Natural Heritage) 

2:15 – 2:30  Break 

2:30 – 3:00  Group Feedback and Discussion of Case Studies:  Do the case studies clarify 
relationships and open possibilities for integration? Are there constraints 
based on your agency or organization’s business needs?   

3:00 – 3:30  Discussion of Integration of NVC and Other Methods: Clarification for NVC 
use in your agency: data collection, business needs requirements, cross‐
walking, facts and myths about the “National Standard” for vegetation. 

3:30 – 4:00   Feedback from Today’s Workshop:  What should we do in future 
workshops?  How should we expand our outreach activities for the NVC?  
What training needs do you have? 

4:00    Adjourn  
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Mid-Career Managers NVC Workshop
Agencies represented at the 
workshop include:

Center for Environmental Management 
of Military Lands
US Geological Survey
National Park Service
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service
Bureau of Land Management
US Forest Service
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Colorado Native Plant Society
Colorado Natural Heritage Program
NatureServe
City of Boulder (Open Space and 
Mountain Parks Dept.)
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Mid-Career Managers NVC Workshop

Workshop recommendations 
include:

Incorporate NVC training 
into college curricula.
Create detailed field 
methodology guidance.
Hold a workshop on 
VegBank.
Create a timeline for 
projected NVC needs, 
particularly regarding 
future climate change.
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Recent Developments/Projects

Ecological Society of America 2012 Meeting
Workshop - Vegetation Sample Allocation
Field Trip - Allocating Vegetation Sample Plots: A 
Demonstration of Effective Field Sampling Design 
in the Oregon Cascades
NVC Organized Oral Session – Vegetation Change

Updating the training materials & providing 
on-line access
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Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Vegetation Subcommittee will 
be held on April 26th.  It will take place via 
teleconference.
Some of the topics to be discussed at the next meeting 
include:

Summary of the Mid-Career Managers Workshop.
MOU.
Developing the agenda for the annual meeting

Revision of the Implementation Plan
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Next Steps
In the coming months, the Vegetation Subcommittee 

hopes to accomplish:

Database Permanent Housing. 
Database System between Federal agencies.
Database system communication between Federal 
and non federal vegetation databases.

Securing support for continuing content management
Initiating the Alliance revisions
Finalizing group reviews
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Questions?

Ralph Holiday Crawford, Ph.D
703 605-5253

rcrawford 01@fs.fed.us
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