FGDC Working Groups & Subcommittees

Draft



	Geospatial Enterprise Architecture Working Group
Federal Geographic Data Committee Secretariat & 
Environmental Protection Agency

	Goals:

· This Working Group was convened at the request of the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee of the Federal CIO Council and FGDC to develop “Geospatial Profile of the Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA).” It has transitioned efforts to the Geospatial Line of Business Technical Architecture Work Group.
Objectives: 

· To improve the understanding and integration of geospatial concepts by mainstream governmental business planners and technical practitioners through varied outreach mechanisms 

· To provide agency architects and business planners with information about how to integrate standard geospatial practices into agency business practices 

· To develop best practices in the adoption of geospatial standards and technologies related to service provision
Outcomes: 

· Version 1 of the Geospatial Profile was published in January 2006 
· Version 2 Geospatial Profile Version 2.0, Draft 5.7  March 2009


	Challenges:
· Geospatial Data Are Everywhere
· Poor understanding of how to provision data via Web services
Opportunities:

· Advances in Geospatial Technologies
· Service-Oriented Architecture and Web 2.0


	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution) 
FTE: 0.25
Contracts: None



	Historical Data Working Group
National Archives and Records Administration

	Goals:

· The Historical Data Working Group was established to promote awareness among Federal agencies of the historical dimension to geospatial data
· To facilitate the long-term retention, storage, and accessibility of selected historically valuable geospatial data
· To establish a mechanism for the coordinated development, use, sharing, and dissemination of historically valuable geospatial data that have been financed in whole or part by Federal funds
Objectives:

· Identify points of contact  and work collaboratively with them to build linkages to their historic collections on Geospatial One-Stop (GOS)
· Double the number of members on the Historical Collections on the GOS Community site

Outcomes: 

· Resources available from Work Group Web site

· Geographical Markup Language 

· Processes Behind Archiving and Preserving Data 

· Spatial Data Transfer Standard 

· What is Involved with Appraisal 

· Digitizing Historical Maps and Charts
· Working to expand Historical Collections available through GOS. Currently have a few libraries and a few Federal agencies.
· A webinar regarding the utility of GeoPDF and JPEG 2000 for long term preservation of geospatial maps. The webinar brought together different federal agencies, state libraries and private research firms such as Xerox.


	Challenges:

· Build a consensus on most promising approaches to preservation of access to archival geospatial data

Opportunities:

· Maintain historical collections site on GOS 


	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.25 

Contracts: None 



	Homeland Security Working Group
Department of Homeland Security

	Goals:

· Ensure that geospatial information technologies support the achievement of these strategic goals of homeland security: Awareness, Prevention, Protection, Response, Recovery, & Recovery.

· To serve as a bridge between the Homeland Security and Homeland Defense geospatial domains.
Objectives:

· Advance Standard Symbology 
· Data content schemas -- to create a logical model containing the most relevant data themes from the various sources.
· Implementation of the U.S. National Grid (USNG) standard
Outcomes:
· Four Subgroups 

· Content​​— develop ‘Stiki’ collaboration site for critical infrastructure data content standard (under consideration)

· Guidance— Classification by Compilation  (TBD)
· National Grid 
· Symbology— assessing ANSI 415 Symbology Standard for HLS domain expansion & process for future symbology submission

· Homeland Security Mapping Standard - Point Symbology for Emergency Management (ANSI INCITS 415-2006) 
· An initial Homeland Security Data model was published in late May 2006


	Challenges:

· Implementation of USNG in commercial Geographic Information System (GIS) software and other map production capabilities
· No funds are specifically budgeted for this effort
Opportunities:

· The USNG provides the first standards based, nationally consistent, user friendly means to describe locations on large-scale maps, integrate them with GPS, and to improve the interoperable exchange of position information between multiple agencies involved in consequence management.
· Compelling need to advance the efficient geospatial data exchange for Homeland security 


	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.25 

Contracts: None 



	Metadata Working Group
Federal Geographic Data Committee Secretariat

	Goals:

· Promote and coordinate geospatial metadata activities among FGDC member agencies in support of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure.

· Promotes awareness among FGDC member agencies of the metadata dimension to geospatial data

Objectives:

· Metadata Outreach
· Development and Implementation of the North American Profile (NAP)
Outcomes: 

· Training Materials

· ISO Metadata Editor Review
· Approved NAP (pending)


	Challenges:

· Transition to North American Profile 
Opportunities:

· Engage robust network of metadata advocates


	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.5 

Contracts: One support person 



	Marine Boundary Working Group

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Coastal Service Center

& Minerals Management Service

	Goals:

· Develop integrated approaches to the legal and geospatial descriptions of marine boundaries and mapping of marine boundary features within the territorial water of the United States

· To make maximum use of public resources to avoid duplicating efforts

· To provide a venue for communicating and coordinating on marine boundary activities

· To use standardized methodologies to produce more complete and usable marine boundary data, metadata, and charts
Outcomes/Products: 

· Marine Boundary Working Group Website

· Multipurpose Marine Cadastre Website

· Marine Managed Areas: Best Practices for Boundary Making Handbook
· Registry of authoritative marine boundary data

· Standardized data bundles for core marine cadastre data; and federal and state geo-regulations

· Suite of outreach materials


	Challenges:

· Developing a distributed system for marine boundaries and associated data is a challenge due agency specific business processes, technological issues, and resource limitations

Opportunities:

· Continuing to develop the Multipurpose Marine Cadastre with multi-agency input

· Reaching out to a wide range of partners, including industry, states, and regional ocean councils

· Working with states and regional ocean councils on their priorities, specifically marine spatial planning
· Coordinating more broadly with other FGDC subcommittees and working groups



	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.10 (supporting the administrative functions)

Many other activities are tied to the marine boundary working group but are covered in member agency’s base funding.  Activities include the Multipurpose Marine Cadastre Project, marine boundary data portal, and marine boundary data development and standardization.   



	Standards Working Group
Federal Geographic Data Committee Secretariat

	Goals:

· To promote the development and implementation of standards in support of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure
· Promote and coordinate the elevation of FGDC standards to national standards, as appropriate

· Assure that the standards developed are coordinated with State, local, and tribal governments, the private sector and academic community, and, to the extent feasible, the international community and that the needs of data producers and users are addressed
Objectives: 

· Advancement of the following standards through the FGDC standards process:

· Wetland Mapping standard

· Cultural Resources standard

· Trails standard
Outcomes: 

· Framework Data Content Standard



	Challenges:

· Access issues with voluntary consensus standards: need to pay for draft American National Standards even when government has funded standards development
· Need to revitalize SWG membership: representation by FGDC member agencies, review of draft proposals and draft standards, and meeting attendance 
Opportunities:

· Use FGDC endorsement of standards before submitting them to voluntary consensus standards process so that standards are available free of charge


	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.25 

Contracts: None 



	Biological Working Group INACTIVE
U. S. Geologic Survey

	Goals & Objectives: In August 1997, the Coordination Group discussed and accepted a charter for Biological Working Group. It was noted that activities would include a biological metadata profile, and a biological nomenclature standard. In addition, there is a whole realm of biological data having a spatial component that needs to be addressed. 
Outcomes: 
· Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata, Part 1: Biological Data Profile
· Biological Nomenclature and Taxonomy Data Standards Project
Reported Inactive:  March 2009 to FGDC Secretariat


	Clearinghouse Working Group INACTIVE
Federal Geographic Data Committee Secretariat

	Goals & Objectives: The Clearinghouse Working Group was established in 1995 by the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) to serve as the focal point for the development, operation, and maintenance of distributed collections of geospatial metadata, known as the National Geospatial Clearinghouse Network. The Clearinghouse Network provides access to metadata maintained by governmental and non-governmental publishers that describe the characteristics and accessibility of geospatial data and services within the United States. 
Outcomes: The work of the Clearinghouse Continues under GOS.  
Inactive: As activities for GOS in 1994 increased the Working Group became inactive


	Earth Cover Working Group INACTIVE
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service & the U.S. Geological Survey (DOI).

	Goals & Objectives: To foster an integrated approach to the identification, classification, and/or mapping of features that covers the surface of the United States. The objective is to make maximum use of public and private-sector resources by avoiding duplicative efforts and using earth cover standards to produce more complete and usable earth cover data and maps, suitable to multiple applications by many different organizations. The Working Group will identify, classify, and develop protocols for cover categories necessary to add up to 100% of the earth surface. Vegetation, water, snow, ice, human constructions, bare soil, sand, and exposed rocks qualify as cover surfaces.
Outcomes: Unknown
Inactive: Recommend for Discontinuation in 2003


	GAI Working Group INACTIVE
National Aeronautics and Space Administration

	Goals & Objectives: The goal of the Geospatial Applications and Interoperability (GAI) working group is to enable government, industry and the public to gain knowledge or make decisions through access to geographic information. GAI promotes technology standards and specific application projects. 

Outcomes: Technical documents including Geospatial Interoperability Reference Model.
Inactive: FGDC Secretariat notes this committee has been inactive since 2006


	Sample Inventory and Monitoring of Natural Resources and the Environment (SIMNRE) Working Group INACTIVE
USDA

	Goals & Objectives: SIMNRE will foster the development of a scientific, integrated approach to the inventory and monitoring of natural resources and environmental indicators. This approach will include monitoring the extent and condition of natural resources and the environment, using indicators of quality and health, and common protocols and definitions.
Outcomes: unknown.

Inactive: FGDC Secretariat notes this committee has been inactive since 2007


	Sustainable Forest Data Working Group INACTIVE
USFS

	Goals & Objectives: In 2001, the Sustainable Resources Data Working Group was established. Its goal of sustainable resources by fostering the standardization and implementation of criteria and indicators (C&I) of sustainability. Effective implementation of the C&I ultimately depends upon having common definitions, geographic breadth of coverage, and the assessment of applicable variables for each indicator and upon resolving other C&I‑related data issues. The Working Group seeks to coordinate activities of programs that are collecting, monitoring, analyzing, reporting, and/or making available data and other information to reduce duplication and increase data interoperability and availability. 
Outcomes: Unknown
Inactive: This committee has disbanded and is inactive.


	Tribal  Working Group INACTIVE
Environmental Protection Agency

	Goals & Objectives: In May 2002, the Coordination Group determined that it would be valuable to crate a Tribal Working Group to allow members from different agencies to partner. The working group was co-chaired by Ed Liu, Environmental Protection Agency, and Richard Moore, Bureau of Indian Affairs. The group was to invite members from different tribes to participate. The group would focus on many issues and would coordinate policies on stewardship of data. Any agency that interacts with tribal governments was to participate. 
Outcomes: The group never became active and was retired in 2005.
Approved for Retirement: May  2005 by Coordination Group


	Cadastral Subcommittee

U. S. Bureau of Land Management

	Goals:

· This Subcommittee coordinates cadastral data-related activities among federal agencies and between federal agencies and state, local, tribal and private organizations including the coordination, construction, publication and maintenance of the national cadastre.
Objectives: 

· Facilitate and coordinate activities and partnerships related to cadastral data and the exchange of cadastral data by formal and informal means
· Promote government-wide use of defined and published standards and implementation guidelines for cadastral data
· Establish and facilitate the maintenance of common standard sets of data, data content standards, and implementation guidelines for physical format and accuracy of cadastral data
· Complete and Update the National Inventory of Cadastral Data

· Develop business data profiles and define requirements for cadastral data (including report on Parcels and the Mortgage Crisis/Economy in 2009)
· Support Cadastral needs for  Wildland Fire, Emergency Management Applications and other national/regional applications
· Support the Fifty States initiative to maximize the use of local data and minimize duplication of efforts
· Support Interagency Cadastral Coordination Council
Outcomes: 

· Cadastral data content standard and implementation guidelines

· Standardized Cadastral data to support national/regional applications such as wildland fire support, emergency management, energy security, economic recovery and planning 

· Recognized standard data sets for parcels and cadastral survey reference

· National inventory of cadastral data, data sources, and contacts.

	Challenges:  

· Complexity of data and number of cadastral data sources

· Incentives for local and Federal sources to implement national standards
· The data is based upon legal records and it has multiple stewards/authoritative sources within the same geographic jurisdiction.

· Relationships of cadastral data to other data themes and positional data integration

· Lack of cadastral data knowledge within the overall consumer community
· Institutional barriers to partnerships and the sharing of resources 
Opportunities:

· Numerous applications and benefits including the role cadastral data could play in emergency management and economic monitoring and recovery efforts

	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE:  0.5

Contracts:  Task based contract provides support. 


	Cultural and Demographic Statistics Subcommittee

U.S. Census Bureau

	Goals:

· The goal of the Subcommittee for Cultural and Demographic Statistics (SCDS) is to promote the collection, use, sharing, and dissemination of cultural and demographic geospatially referenced data pertinent to the needs of the Nation
Objectives: 

· Develop and maintain government-wide standards for the description, documentation, and exchange of geospatially referenced cultural and demographic data 

· Promote the use of defined and published spatial data standards for social, cultural and demographic data 

· Identify key cultural and demographic geospatially referenced data sets that meet critical national planning and management needs
· Improve access to key cultural and demographic geospatially referenced data sets within the restrictions imposed by applicable confidentiality and privacy laws regulations
· Facilitate the advancement of the Street Address Data Standard and the Cultural Resource Geospatial Data Content Standard through the standards adoption process to have them accepted as an FGDC standards
· Support and communicate on the transitioning of the FIPS Standards for Counties, States, Congressional Districts, and Metropolitan/Micropolitan areas to ANSI Standards
Outcomes: 

· The Governmental Unit and Other Geographic Area Boundaries FGDC Standard
· Standards for Counties, States, Congressional Districts, and Metropolitan/ Micropolitan Areas (these will presumably be accepted ANSI standards in 2009)  
· Supporting NPS in its development of the Cultural Resource Geospatial Data Content Standard
· Supporting URISA and NENA who have taken the lead in their development of the Address Data Content Standard, a draft of which is expected to go to the FGDC in June for review


	Challenges:

· Increasing membership in the subcommittee and expanding attendance at the yearly SCDS meetings
· Availability of staff and time to help usher standards through the process more quickly.

Opportunities:

· Developing consensus standards such as the Address Standard and the Cultural Resource Standard helps to foster communication and further sharing of data.


	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.25      Contracts: None 


	Federal Geodetic Control Subcommittee

NOAA, National Geodetic Survey

	Goals:

· This Subcommittee maintains the geodetic control theme and the high-accuracy surveying infrastructure and methods used to coordinate spatial referencing of Federal mapping products 
Objectives: 
· Develops and promotes a common standard of content, format, and accuracy for geodetic data for use by all Federal agencies
· Advances Height Modernization, active control stations, and other new survey methodologies.
Outcomes: 
· Accessible and accurate National spatial reference system

· Shared Geodetic control database and format

· Maintained geodetic standards and methodology guidelines

· New Charters for subcommittee Work Groups 


	Challenges:

· Coordination of National and regional real-time positioning networks

· Rapid development of survey methodologies

· Competition for Global Navigation Satellite System signal spectrum

· Funding problems for nationwide Global Positioning System augmentations and alternatives

· Maintenance and transitions from traditional monumented geodetic networks

· Migration of legacy products from older datums to use with contemporary data

· Spatial resolution has improved to a level where land motions (tectonics, subsidence) become apparent, which is confusing in traditional three dimensional control 

Opportunities:

· Improved access to accurate elevations using GPS and gravity data

· Growing capacity of private sector, state and local mapmakers
· Growing desire to share a high-accuracy reference system to integrate geospatial data, document and preserve the positional pedigree of accurate data



	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.25 (current effort)
Contracts: None 




	Geologic Subcommittee

U. S. Geological Survey

	Goals:

· This Subcommittee coordinates the Geologic data theme of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) and coordinates geologic data related activities
Objectives 

· FGDC Standard for Geologic Map Data Model
Outcomes: 

· FGDC Digital Cartographic Standard for Geologic Map Symbolization
· For the first time, there is a single national standard for symbolizing the lines, points, and areas that are shown on geologic maps. The objective of this standard is to support efficient production of geologic maps and related products, as well as to improve their consistency in both appearance and underlying database content.



	Challenges:

· This work requires a long period of discussion and technical development among the USGS, other Federal agencies, the state geological surveys, and international groups, in order to produce a draft standard that would be acceptable and useful
Opportunities:

· The possible development of a FGDC standard geologic map data model has real promise for improving interoperability among agencies, utility of information for the public, and more efficient archiving of published geologic map databases


	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.25
Contracts: none



	International Boundaries Subcommittee

U. S. Department of State

	Goals:

· This Subcommittee coordinates the depiction of international boundaries on U.S. Government maps and other geospatial products.
Objectives: 

· Establish authoritative international boundary data that conform to U.S. foreign policy and correct ground alignment per OMB circular A-16.  

· Provide authoritative international boundaries database to Government and non-Government users (Boundaries and International Sovereignty Encyclopedia [BASE]) containing:

· Digital line and polygon files at various scales for geographic information system applications.  

· Descriptive background, reference, legal, cartographic, and other information as well as depiction guidance.   Promote Government-wide use of standards for international boundary data application.
· Maintain current information on international boundary and territorial disputes and claims to sovereignty
· Maintain current files on independent states and dependent areas of the world 
Outcomes: 

· Correctly extracting boundaries from authoritative sources

· Correctly rendering boundaries on maps and other geospatial products

· Exporting boundary data to Government and non-Government users 

	Challenges:

·  Unclassified Boundaries and Sovereignty Encyclopedia is currently available only to OSIS (Intellink-U) subscribers
Opportunities:

· Collaboration with:

· U.K. boundary extraction activities

· Commercial boundary users (Google, National Geographic, etc.)

· International and non-governmental organizations (United Nations)

	Support Costs: 

FTE: 0.05
Contracts:  Conversion of site to passworded World-wide Web platform for U.S. Government and other selected users


	Marine and Coastal Subcommittee

NOAA, Coastal Services Center

	Goals:

· This Subcommittee coordinates the marine and coastal spatial geospatial data themes (Shoreline, Elevation Bathymetric, Baseline/Maritime Zones, Marine Boundaries) of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure 
Objectives: 

· Develop and implement standards in marine and coastal spatial data financed in whole or in part by federal funds

· Exchange information and develop partnerships for developing, collecting, and disseminating marine and coastal spatial data

· Promote the Marine and Coastal NSDI through education and outreach

· Collect and process the requirements for federal and non-federal organizations for marine and coastal spatial data 

Outcomes: 

· Shoreline Profile of the FGDC Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata

· Geospatial Positioning Accuracy Standard, Part 5: Standard for Hydrographic Surveys and Nautical Charts

· Marine Managed Areas: Best Practices for Boundary Making handbook

· Funded the National Research Council’s A Geospatial Framework for the Coastal Zone: National Needs for Coastal Mapping and Charting
· Marine Boundary Data Portal
· Oceans and Coasts channel on Geospatial One-Stop

· Coastal and Marine Ecological Classification Standard (in FGDC process)



	Challenges:

· Insufficient communication, standardization, and understanding along with numerous technical issues have resulted in inefficiencies and duplicative data collection and map production efforts across government, academia, and the private sector 

Opportunities:
· Coordinate on recently passed legislation:  Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009, Pub. L. no. 111-11, Subtitle B: Ocean and Coastal Mapping Integration Act  (2009)
· Coordinate with Joint Subcommittee on Ocean Science and Technology (JSOST) Interagency Working Group on Ocean and Coastal Mapping (IWG-OCM)
· Provide geospatial framework to enable planning for coastal and marine impacts from climate change and coastal hazards


	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.25
Contracts: none 



	Spatial Water Data Subcommittee

Environmental Protection Agency and U. S. Geological Survey 

	Goals:

· This Subcommittee coordinates spatial water data and information activities among all levels of government and the private sector 

Objectives: 
· Facilitate the collection and compilation of information for spatial water data activities
· Identify ways in which the National Spatial Data Infrastructure can include scientifically sound and well documented spatial water data from many sources
· Assist the Advisory Committee on Water Information (ACWI) and FGDC in establishing and publishing consensus standards and specifications for spatial water data, and recommend priorities for producing data sets
· Completion of Watershed Boundaries and integration with National Hydrography Dataset (NHD)
· Facilitate the coordination of organizations' activities related to spatial water data and the exchange of spatial water data, by formal and informal means. 

· Assist the ACWI and FGDC in establishing and publishing consensus standards and specifications for spatial water data, and recommend priorities for producing data sets
· Facilitate technology transfer for the economic and efficient application of spatial water data for decision making and scientific understanding
Outcomes: 

· Completion of Watershed Boundary Dataset (WBD) for contiguous United States

· Annual report to ACWI

· Workshop addressing integration of WBD and NHD

· Collaboration with Water Resource Consortium, Consortium of Universities for Advancement of Hydrological Science (CUAHSI) and International ESRI Water Resources Group to develop Water One-Flow, unique portal to explore and access water resources information across the country



	Challenges:

· Resources, time commitments
Opportunities:

· Development of Water Mark-up Language with the Open Geospatail Consortium and the World Meteorological Organization
· Coordination with CUAHSI, Water Resource Consortium, and others
· Support water modeling through continued development of  NHDplus
· Work with Geospatial Line of Business to ensure inclusion of critical datasets


	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.25               Contracts: None


	Vegetation Subcommittee

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

	Goals:

· This Subcommittee promotes the development and implementation of the  National Vegetation Classification Standard for accuracy and current tools in vegetative classification and related data is supported in whole or in part by Federal funds
· To exchange information on technological improvements for collecting storing and sharing vegetative classification and related data
· To encourage the Federal and non-Federal community to identify and adopt standards and specifications for vegetative classification processes and data storage
· To collect and process the requirements of Federal and non-Federal organizations for vegetative classification process and related data storage
Objectives: 

· Implementation of  the  National Vegetation Classification Standard 
Outcomes: 

· National Vegetation Classification Standard



	Challenges:

· Long-term funding support

Opportunities:

· Leverage partner organizations


	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
FTE: 0.25

Contracts: None 



	Wetlands Subcommittee

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

	Goals:

· This Subcommittee coordinates the wetlands geospatial data theme of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI)
Objectives: 

· Facilitate the coordination of agency activities and the exchange of spatial wetlands data, by formal and informal means
· Collect, compile, and report information on Federal agencies spatial wetlands data activities
· Establish integrated priorities for the production of spatial wetlands data, and facilitate and coordinate partnerships for producing the data
· Develop and adopt common standards of content, format and accuracy for spatial wetlands and related habitat data for use by all Federal agencies, in order to encourage use by non-Federal organizations, to increase interchangeability, and to enhance potential for multiple uses
Outcomes: 

· The wetlands classification standard approved and implemented.
· Final draft wetlands mapping standard pending final approval by the FGDC Steering Committee

· All digital wetlands data are provided in a seamless format for the conterminous United States and its territories
· Wetlands data are accessible via Geospatial One-Stop, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Mapper, The National Map, and other sites through a WMS. 
· Wetlands Mapper software that integrates digital map data with other resource information to produce timely and relevant management and decision support tools


	Challenges:

· Sustaining help from people who don’t have FGDC in their position descriptions or in their performance plans
· Lack of funding to digitize hard copy maps and update existing digital wetlands data  
Opportunities:

· After the wetlands mapping standard is approved, the requirement for its use can be built into Federal contracts and grants 

· Demand for existing digital data and updates have increased due to impacts due to climate change as well as infrastructure and energy development   



	Support Costs: (Estimated Lead Agency Contribution)
· FTE: 2.0 (Spread over the Wetland Mapping Standards Working Group)
· Contracts: Support for developing of the Wetlands Mapping Standard


	Base Cartographic Subcommittee INACTIVE

U. S. Geological Survey

	Goals:

· This Subcommittee is responsible for the coordination of base cartographic data and related activities among agencies. The base cartographic data provides a framework upon which other themes can be referenced
Objectives: 

· Support development of the National Geospatial Data Framework through facilitation of partnerships and definition of national orthoimagery and elevation data framework standards
· Facilitate the coordination of agencies' activities related to base cartographic and the exchange of to base cartographic data, by formal and informal means.
· Facilitate collection and compilation of information for to base cartographic data activities
· Assist in the development and adoption of common standards of content, format, and accuracy for to base cartographic data for use by all Federal agencies and to encourage use by non-Federal organizations, to increase its interchangeability and enhance its potential for multiple use
 Outcomes: 

· Unknown

Approved for Retirement: May  2005 by Coordination Group


	Soils Subcommittee INACTIVE

U. S. Department of Agriculture

	Goals:

· Coordination of soil data-related activities among Federal agencies and establishment of a mechanism for the coordinated development, use, sharing, and dissemination of soil data financed in whole or in part by Federal funds. 

· Maintain the Soil Geographic Data Standard. The overall objective of the Soil Geographic Data Standard is to standardize the names, definitions, ranges of values, and other characteristics of soil survey map attribute data developed by the National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS)
Objectives: 

· Begin identifying parts of the Soil Geographic Data Standard that need updating
 Outcomes: 
· Soil Geographic Data Standard
Inactive: FGDC Secretariat notes this committee has been inactive since 2007


	Spatial Climate INACTIVE
U. S. Department of Agriculture & NOAA

	Goals:

· To insure the coordination of spatial climate dataset development among public and private developers, and will serve as a focal point for all spatial climate data activities 

· To foster enhanced communication between developers and users of spatial climate data, as well as encourage dialogue regarding prioritization of research and development efforts

· To establish standards and protocols for spatial climate data, and will promote FGDC and National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) standards in data and metadata within the spatial climate community
Objectives: 

· Unknown?
 Outcomes: 
· Unknown?
Inactive: FGDC Secretariat notes this committee has been inactive since 2007


	Transportation Subcommittee INACTIVE
U. S. Department of Transportation

	Goals:

· This Subcommittee is responsible for the coordination of transportation data-related activities among agencies and establishes a mechanism for the coordinated development, use, sharing, and dissemination of best practices, standards and data for transportation.
Objectives: 

· Support development of the National Geospatial Data Framework through facilitation of partnerships and definition of national transportation data framework standards
· Facilitate collection and compilation of information for transportation data activities
· Assist in the development and adoption of common standards of content, format, and accuracy for transportation data for use by all Federal agencies and to encourage use by non-Federal organizations, to increase its interchangeability and enhance its potential for multiple use
 Outcomes: 

· Framework Data Standard for Transportation 

Reported Inactive:  March 2009 to FGDC Secretariat 
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