To Geospatial One Stop Federal Partner Agencies,

Please support Hurricane Katrina relief and recovery efforts by helping

populate the Geospatial One-Stop Portal (GOS) with existing and planned

geospatial data.  GOS has developed a preliminary Hurricane Katrina

community (www.geodata.gov) where we can all participate in providing

policy makers, GIS users, and citizens with useful geospatial information.

Each of your agencies has contributed in various ways to get the GOS Portal

operational, now it is time to show its value as a data discovery and

decision support tool in a time of national need.   In particular, the

Marketplace feature of the portal can allow us to stretch the total funding

available for acquiring new data, and ensure that we all can benefit as

soon as possible from those new data acquisitions.  The Federal Geographic

Data Committee soon will send a similar request to the Steering Committee.

We have the opportunity to show the value of geospatial data and related

resources in an organized and easily accessible manner.  The tools and

vision are in place, but we need your help to “make it real”.  I am

requesting that you get involved in the following ways:

1.    Assess your agency’s information activities –- anticipated data

purchases and existing data -- related to Hurricane Katrina to ensure that

all activities are documented with metadata, and that metadata is published

as soon as possible to the GOS Portal.  The kinds of information activities

we are looking for include; geospatial data sets, imagery, live web mapping

services, links to relevant existing web sites, contractors that are

planning, or in progress, of collecting new data sets, tabular data bases

that might assist social services, housing, etc.

2.    If you don't feel fluent in the use of the Portal, just call us, tell

us what you have or are planning to get, and we will help you get it on the

Portal.

3.    Consider assigning a person from your agency to work with GOS on the

organization of the Hurricane Katrina community to ensure that it meets

your agency-specific needs.  We view this as an opportunity to organize a

team of interested individuals who will work closely with GOS over the next

couple of weeks to organize content in this community.

Please call (703) 648-4633 or (703) 648-5569 and ask for Hank Garie or Rob

Dollison to volunteer, to learn how to share your data and metadata, or for

further details on how you can get involved.  The people of the area

affected by Katrina will greatly appreciate your support and contributions.

Thanks,

Scott
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