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Purpose

This Charter establishes the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Steering Committee as the policy-level interagency group responsible for overseeing OMB Circular A-16 related activities and implementation of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  The Steering Committee’s central focus is to provide the executive leadership for the coordination of federal geospatial activities between, among, and within agencies by establishing policy and providing guidance and direction to the member agencies.  Coordination of geospatial investments and activities is essential in order to eliminate duplication of effort and data, avoid redundant expenditures, reduce resources spent on unfunded mandates, leverage geospatial investments, accelerate the development of electronic government to meet the needs and expectations of citizens and agency programmatic mandates, and improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public management.

Authority

The Steering Committee is granted authority through OMB Circular A-16 and Executive Order 12906.

Roles and Responsibilities

The Steering Committee is responsible for policy-level oversight of federal geospatial programs and interagency coordination and providing direction for the implementation of the NSDI, in accordance with existing law, statute, and policy.  

The Steering Committee is chaired by the Secretary of the Department of the Interior, with the Deputy Director for Management, OMB, serving as Vice-Chair.  Chair and Vice-Chair may select designees to serve on their behalf.  All agencies responsible for NSDI spatial data themes are required to be members of the FGDC.  Steering Committee members shall be policy-level, senior executive officials responsible for carrying out their agency’s OMB Circular A-16 responsibilities.  

The responsibilities of the Steering Committee members include:

· Overseeing coordination of the member agency’s development, maintenance, documentation, and dissemination of geospatial data using the National Spatial Data Clearinghouse and Geospatial One Stop portal

· Attending all FGDC Steering Committee meetings (or sending a designated alternate)  

· Voting on the adoption of FGDC Standards and policies

· Ensuring agency compliance with FGDC policies, standards and requirements
· Allocating agency resources to fulfill the responsibilities of effective spatial data collection, production, and stewardship

· Ensuring the communication of key national geospatial activities within the agency and with the greater FGDC Community

· Appointing an agency representative and alternate to serve on the Coordination Group of the FGDC

· Appointing representatives to lead or serve on FGDC subcommittees and/or working groups
· Promoting the benefits of coordinating and partnering among Federal agencies in the development of the NSDI within the larger agency

· Serving as a champion for the use, value, and benefits of geospatial information in decision making and in the business of government

Membership

Steering Committee membership is designed to facilitate coordination among Federal agencies that produce, maintain or use spatial data either directly or indirectly in the fulfillment of their missions.  All agencies responsible for spatial data themes (as listed in Appendix E of OMB Circular A-16) are required to be members of the Steering Committee. The agencies are:

Department of Agriculture

Department of Commerce

Department of Defense

Department of Energy

Department of Health and Human Services

Department of Homeland Security

Department of Housing and Urban Development

Department of the Interior

Department of Justice

Department of State

Department of Transportation

Environmental Protection Agency

Federal Communications Commission 

General Services Administration

Library of Congress

National Archives and Records Administration

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

National Capital Planning Commission

National Science Foundation

Tennessee Valley Authority

Departments or agencies that are not members of the FGDC but have significant activities in geographic information or spatial data collection or use may request membership in writing to the Chair of the FGDC.  Upon acceptance, they assume the same responsibilities and privileges as other members of the FGDC.  In some cases agencies may serve as non-voting members.

Non-federal organizations may serve as Collaborating Partners by requesting official stakeholder status in writing to the Chair of the FGDC.  Collaborating Partners are encouraged to participate on subcommittees and working groups and provide input into all decisions.  Official voting privileges are not extended to Collaborating Partners.

Meetings, Communications, and Decision-making

The Steering Committee meets three to four times per year, as agenda items requiring action arise.  The FGDC Secretariat will arrange the meetings.  Minutes documenting action items and responsibilities are circulated to all members following the meetings.

The preferred process for decision-making is by consensus of those attending. Where agreement is not reached, the issue will be decided by vote at the option of the Chair.

Members unable to attend should send their agency’s designated alternate to vote their proxy.  The alternate should be at the same level or higher in the organization as the member and must be able to make commitments for their organization.

FGDC Secretariat

The Department of the Interior provides administrative support to the FGDC.  FGDC Secretariat Staff will be assigned to support the Steering Committee to maximize productivity at meetings.  Staff responsibilities include:

· Developing and vetting meeting agendas

· Consolidating and distributing materials for Steering Committee member review

· Taking and distributing meeting minutes

· Managing all administrative requirements associated with scheduling and conducting meetings
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