The NSDI Community Web Portal

Developing a Common Portal for Federal Spatial Data Resources

The Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC), in partnership with FGDC Member Agencies and Vice President Gore’s National Partnership for Reinventing Government (NPR), is currently expanding the FGDC website to create a single point of access for Federal geographic data, programs and other spatial resources, as a tool for electronic governance.  

The expanded portal will link members of the FGDC network through a common gateway, providing an index of topical links and searching capabilities across all relevant FDGC Member agency websites. Further, the portal will establish a web accessible database of useful tools, resources, and contact information for expert services throughout the spatial data community.  

The Community Gateway will offer broader access to tools for local and regional capacity building, while accelerate the development of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  This project will improve information sharing and the utilization of existing Federal (and non-federal) programs, and promote implementation of FGDC protocols beyond the traditional spatial data community, by serving a larger pool of Federal customers.  

The project is designed to be largely self-maintaining, facilitating search and retrieval of existing information residing elsewhere on the Internet.  Implementation of this new capacity will take place in three phases.  This is an iterative process, which will be refined through user feedback on an ongoing basis.

Phase 1, which is currently underway, will be launched on October 1st, 2000.   

This phase will:

· Identify existing Federal programs, projects, and products with significant spatial components, and create a searchable index of topics and resources on the FGDC website; 

· Promote grant funding opportunities for investments in spatial data capacity; 

· Develop a catalog of community based proven practices and lessons learned; 

· And begin building a “geo-spatial rolodex” of expert resources and contacts.

Phase 2, to be implemented by the end of the year, will:

· Develop an expanded reading library and catalog of case study information;

· Identify educational resources, training materials and tutorials;

· Further expand content to include broader offerings on social, cultural, and economic aspects of geo-spatial resources, supplementing more traditional physical and environmental data;

· Offer a catalog of links to broader applications, tools, and software resources.

Phase 3, for implementation early in 2001, will:

· Expand search capabilities to links beyond Federal resources, to Communities, NGOs, etc.;

· Expand inclusion of private sector resources and services within the discussion of Federal, State, local and non-profit activities (pending legal review and approval);

· Introduce visual searching capabilities, and mapped interfaces within the portal design;

· Introduce tracking and accountability for the national build out of Framework (with OMB);

· Enable the FGDC portal to serve as a spatial component of broader Federal E-Gov efforts.

Requests for FGDC Member Agencies, by September 26th, 2000:

1) Please provide information to the NSDI Portal Team on the location of any relevant URLs maintained by your home agency, for automated searching and indexing, for inclusion within the new FGDC topical links section.  These URL's should link to information about Federal programs or projects which produce and or use geospatial data in either a national or regional environment.  [When deciding which URL's to include in the Portal, keep in mind that the FGDC search engine will drill down 2 hops after it's initial entry point to retrieve content information].

2) Please identify existing grant funding opportunities for spatial data programs within your agency, and provide the NSDI Portal Team with either a pointer to relevant URLs or submit the information in the provided template format.

3) Please identify information on NSDI-related case studies, proven practices, and community implementation pilots that have been produced by or in partnership with your agency, and provide the NSDI Portal Team with either a pointer to relevant URLs or submit the information in the provided template format.

4) Please provide ideas and feedback on relevant topics that you would like to see listed on the website for cross-agency searching and indexing.  These topics should be useful to current FGDC website users and new community level practitioners, and should emphasize the spatial dimensions of information cutting across Federal agency functions.  These topics could include environmental, social, and economic content areas, as well as issues of special relevance to mapping, geography, and data interoperability.

5) Please provide points of contact for web masters and other data stewards within your agency for further coordination with the FGDC on integrating content, identifying URLs, and the development of long-term maintenance strategies. 

Principal Contact for the NSDI Portal and Community Web Portal Project:

Bruce McKenzie, FGDC

NSDI Funding Programs Coordinator
Phone: 703-648-5740        

E-mail: bmckenzi@usgs.gov
