
2020CENSUS.GOV

2020 Census Overview and Update

Presentation for the National Geospatial Advisory Committee

September 5, 2019

Deirdre Dalpiaz Bishop, Chief, Geography Division



2020CENSUS.GOV2

2020 Census
Purpose
To conduct a census of population and housing and disseminate the results to the 
President, the States, and the American People 

Primary Uses of Decennial Census Data: 
ÅApportion representation among states as mandated by Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution.
ÅDraw congressional and state legislative districts, school districts, and voting precincts.
ÅDistribute more than $675 billion federal dollars annually to states.
Å Inform federal, tribal, state, and local government planning decisions.
Å Inform business and nonprofit organization decisions (e.g., where to locate, size of the market). 
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Count everyone once, 

only once, and in the right place. 

ESTABLISH WHERE 
TO COUNT

TABULATE DATA AND 
RELEASE CENSUS RESULTS

GROUP 
QUARTERS

MOTIVATE PEOPLE 
TO RESPOND

SELF-RESPONSE

NONRESPONSE 
FOLLOW-UP
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2020 Census
A Complete and Accurate Count of the Population and Housing
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U.S. Postal Service (USPS) Delivery Sequence File (DSF)
Å Updates from USPS twice per year.
Å 5.5 million new addresses.

Geographic Support System PartnershipPrograms
Å Support and maintenance of the geographic and cartographic infrastructure. 
Å Partnerships with tribal, state and local governments.

Å Total number of addresses received 134,087,711.
Å 106,729,993 (79.6 percent) were accepted.
Å 106,208,686 (99.5 percent) matched to the MAF.
Å 521,307 of these addresses were added to the MAF.

Å Total number of distinct XY coordinates received 125,790,653.
Å 75,152,060 new coordinates added.

Boundary and Annexation Survey 
Å Annual survey to collect information about selected legally defined geographic areas.

Å 2019τ33,788 responses from 39,148 eligible governments (86.30 percent).
Å 4,334 with changes/29,454 with no changes.

2020 Census
Establish Where to CountτAddress Frame Development

Development for the 2020 Census Master Address File (MAF) 
started with the 2010 Census Base.
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In-Office Address Canvassing

Å Update the address list and maps based on data from multiple sources, 
including the U.S. Postal Service, tribal, state, and local governments and 
satellite imagery.

Å Conducted review of all 11,155,486 blocks in the U.S.
ÅCurrent Status:

ÅActive 1,053,910 blocks (9.5 percent).
ÅPassive 9,682,882 blocks (85.8 percent).
ÅOn Hold 153,686 blocks (1.4 percent).
ÅTriggered 265,008 blocks (2.37 percent).

2020 Census
Establish Where to CountτIn-Office Address Canvassing

Development for the 2020 Census Master Address File (MAF) 
started with the 2010 Census Base.
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Å Temporary Census Bureau employees, 
known as Listers, walk the streets of 
designated census blocks.

Å Listers will knock on doors and, using 
ƭŀǇǘƻǇǎΣ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΩ 
MAF in preparation for the 2020 count. 

Å Listers will attempt to contact every 
structure to ask about living quarters.

Å In-field operation begins in August 2019 
and concludes in October 2019.

2020 Census
Address CanvassingOperations
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https://gis-portal.data.census.gov/arcgis/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1a0004d1745547888c8fd2f4d929d42f
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2020 Census
Outreach

The Integrated Partnership and 
Communications operation 
communicates the importance of 
participating in the 2020 Census to the 
entire population of the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the 
Island Areasto:

ÅEngage and motivate people to 
self-respond, preferably via the 
internet. 

ÅRaise and keep awareness high 
throughout the entire 2020 Census 
to encourage response.


