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Federal	
  Geographic	
  Data	
  Committee	
  
2017-­‐2018	
  Guidance	
  to	
  the	
  National	
  Geospatial	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  

	
  
	
  
This	
  paper	
  provides	
  guidance	
  to	
  the	
  National	
  Geospatial	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  (NGAC)	
  from	
  the	
  Federal	
  
Geographic	
  Data	
  Committee	
  (FGDC)	
  and	
  identifies	
  issues	
  on	
  which	
  the	
  FGDC	
  requests	
  advice	
  and	
  
recommendations	
  from	
  the	
  NGAC	
  during	
  2017-­‐2018.	
  This	
  guidance	
  is	
  the	
  charge	
  to	
  the	
  NGAC	
  from	
  the	
  
FGDC	
  and	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  the	
  Interior.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  NGAC	
  is	
  an	
  important	
  component	
  for	
  ensuring	
  the	
  success	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Spatial	
  Data	
  
Infrastructure	
  (NSDI)	
  and	
  achieving	
  the	
  goals	
  of	
  the	
  FGDC.	
  This	
  set	
  of	
  issues	
  for	
  review	
  and	
  consideration	
  
by	
  the	
  NGAC	
  has	
  been	
  identified	
  through	
  coordination	
  with	
  FGDC	
  leadership,	
  FGDC	
  agencies,	
  and	
  NGAC	
  
leadership	
  and	
  members.	
  The	
  goal	
  in	
  providing	
  this	
  guidance	
  is	
  to	
  establish	
  a	
  general	
  framework	
  that	
  
will	
  allow	
  the	
  NGAC	
  to	
  focus	
  its	
  efforts	
  on	
  high	
  priority	
  issues	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  leadership	
  and	
  management	
  
of	
  Federal	
  and	
  national	
  geospatial	
  programs,	
  and	
  provide	
  the	
  NGAC	
  with	
  the	
  flexibility	
  to	
  organize,	
  
prioritize,	
  and	
  refine	
  the	
  approaches	
  used	
  to	
  address	
  these	
  issues.	
  	
  
	
  
Key	
  issues	
  for	
  NGAC	
  review	
  during	
  2017-­‐2018	
  include	
  the	
  topics	
  listed	
  below.	
  We	
  expect	
  to	
  refine	
  and	
  
prioritize	
  this	
  list	
  of	
  issues	
  based	
  upon	
  discussion	
  with	
  the	
  NGAC	
  and	
  FGDC	
  leadership.	
  	
  
	
  
1.	
  	
  NGAC	
  Priority	
  Study	
  Topics	
  for	
  2017-­‐2018	
  
The	
  FGDC	
  seeks	
  advice	
  and	
  recommendations	
  on	
  the	
  following	
  priority	
  topics	
  in	
  2017-­‐2018.	
  	
  We	
  expect	
  
that	
  the	
  NGAC	
  will	
  establish	
  subcommittees	
  to	
  address	
  these	
  topics,	
  and	
  that	
  these	
  topics	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  
NGAC’s	
  primary	
  focus	
  in	
  2017-­‐2018.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Landsat	
  Advisory	
  Group	
  
The	
  NGAC	
  Landsat	
  Advisory	
  Group	
  (LAG)	
  will	
  provide	
  continuing	
  advice	
  to	
  the	
  Federal	
  
Government,	
  through	
  the	
  NGAC,	
  on	
  the	
  requirements,	
  objectives	
  and	
  actions	
  of	
  the	
  Landsat	
  
Program.	
  The	
  LAG	
  will	
  address	
  the	
  following	
  topics:	
  

• Review	
  and	
  update	
  previous	
  LAG	
  research	
  on	
  cost	
  recovery	
  options	
  for	
  Landsat.	
  
• Examine	
  possible	
  architectures	
  for	
  a	
  future	
  Earth	
  land	
  surface	
  data	
  collection	
  mission	
  

beyond	
  Landsat	
  9.	
  
• Assess	
  the	
  operational	
  and	
  scientific	
  utility	
  of	
  temporal	
  data	
  cubes	
  to	
  perform	
  time-­‐

series	
  analysis	
  of	
  land	
  surface	
  change.	
  
• Develop	
  options	
  for	
  providing	
  services	
  of	
  the	
  type	
  that	
  might	
  be	
  secured	
  by	
  Landsat	
  10.	
  

Federal	
  Liaisons:	
  	
  Tim	
  Newman	
  /	
  Peter	
  Doucette	
  (USGS)	
  
	
  
Geospatial	
  Technology	
  and	
  Infrastructure	
  
Develop	
  a	
  brief	
  paper	
  and	
  infographic	
  describing	
  how	
  geospatial	
  technology,	
  tools,	
  and	
  
information	
  are	
  powerful	
  decision	
  support	
  components	
  that	
  can	
  help	
  drive	
  smart	
  decision-­‐
making	
  on	
  infrastructure	
  priorities	
  and	
  investments.	
  	
  Spatial	
  data	
  tools	
  can	
  be	
  utilized	
  to	
  address	
  
infrastructure	
  issues	
  by	
  1)	
  mapping	
  and	
  understanding	
  infrastructure	
  needs	
  in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  
population,	
  flow	
  of	
  commerce,	
  jobs,	
  and	
  impact;	
  2)	
  working	
  smarter	
  in	
  designing	
  and	
  executing	
  
projects;	
  and	
  3)	
  tracking,	
  monitoring,	
  and	
  communicating	
  progress	
  and	
  results	
  of	
  the	
  
investments.	
  	
  
Federal	
  Liaisons:	
  Ivan	
  DeLoatch	
  /	
  John	
  Mahoney	
  /	
  FGDC	
  Executive	
  Committee	
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Address	
  the	
  Geospatial	
  Community’s	
  Needs	
  for	
  Data	
  as	
  Services	
  
Develop	
  a	
  forward-­‐looking	
  paper	
  addressing	
  the	
  current	
  and	
  future	
  needs	
  for	
  data	
  as	
  services	
  
from	
  Federal	
  data	
  repositories	
  that	
  provide	
  online	
  data	
  access	
  (e.g.,	
  GeoPlatform,	
  data.gov,	
  
etc.).	
  These	
  sites	
  continue	
  to	
  increase	
  their	
  holdings	
  and	
  user	
  base,	
  while	
  spatial	
  data	
  users	
  are	
  
increasingly	
  looking	
  for	
  online	
  services	
  to	
  provide	
  data	
  for	
  visualization	
  and	
  analysis.	
  	
  This	
  effort	
  
would	
  include	
  documentation	
  of	
  user	
  needs	
  and	
  recommendations	
  regarding	
  formats	
  and	
  
standardization	
  for	
  users	
  to	
  more	
  effectively	
  consume	
  and	
  incorporate	
  Federal	
  spatial	
  datasets.	
  
Federal	
  Liaisons:	
  	
  Rich	
  Frazier	
  (FGDC)	
  /	
  Tod	
  Dabolt	
  (DOI)	
  
	
  
Cultural	
  and	
  Historical	
  Geospatial	
  Assets	
  Held	
  by	
  Federal	
  Agencies	
  	
  
The	
  FGDC	
  Cultural	
  Resource	
  Subcommittee	
  will	
  collaborate	
  with	
  the	
  NGAC	
  to	
  seek	
  advice	
  and	
  
feedback	
  on	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  to	
  protect	
  geospatial	
  data	
  assets	
  that	
  have	
  cultural	
  and	
  
historical	
  significance.	
  	
  This	
  may	
  include	
  reviewing	
  agency	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  currently	
  in	
  
place	
  regarding	
  cultural	
  and	
  historical	
  geospatial	
  data	
  –	
  both	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  data	
  security	
  and	
  data	
  
sharing	
  –	
  to	
  identify	
  best	
  practices	
  and	
  model	
  approaches.	
  
Federal	
  Liaisons:	
  	
  Deidre	
  McCarthy	
  (NPS)	
  /	
  FGDC	
  Cultural	
  Resources	
  Subcommittee	
  

	
  	
  
2.	
  	
  Ongoing	
  Initiatives	
  –	
  Continuing	
  Input	
  and	
  Comment	
  
The	
  FGDC	
  Community	
  has	
  identified	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  ongoing	
  initiatives	
  and	
  programs	
  where	
  NGAC	
  feedback	
  and	
  
advice	
  may	
  be	
  needed	
  on	
  an	
  intermittent	
  basis.	
  	
  The	
  assistance	
  from	
  the	
  NGAC	
  may	
  include	
  providing	
  
comments	
  on	
  implementation	
  plans	
  and	
  strategies,	
  providing	
  real-­‐time	
  feedback	
  on	
  new	
  technical	
  
developments,	
  or	
  seeking	
  input	
  from	
  organizations	
  represented	
  on	
  the	
  NGAC.	
  	
  We	
  expect	
  that	
  the	
  NGAC	
  
will	
  address	
  these	
  topics	
  during	
  public	
  meetings	
  or	
  through	
  short-­‐term	
  work	
  groups.	
  	
  The	
  ongoing	
  
initiatives	
  include	
  the	
  following:	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Geospatial	
  Platform	
  	
  
The	
  NGAC	
  has	
  provided	
  ongoing	
  input	
  that	
  has	
  had	
  significant	
  impact	
  on	
  shaping	
  the	
  
conceptualization	
  and	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  Geospatial	
  Platform	
  initiative.	
  	
  As	
  the	
  Platform	
  
continues	
  in	
  the	
  implementation	
  phase,	
  the	
  FGDC	
  may	
  seek	
  continuing	
  advice	
  and	
  feedback	
  
from	
  the	
  NGAC	
  on	
  opportunities	
  to	
  facilitate	
  interagency	
  and	
  intergovernmental	
  collaboration	
  
and	
  partnerships,	
  including	
  the	
  following:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

• Provide	
  feedback,	
  as	
  needed,	
  on	
  Geospatial	
  Platform	
  technical,	
  administrative,	
  and	
  
governance-­‐related	
  topics	
  as	
  implementation	
  progresses.	
  

	
  
NSDI	
  Strategic	
  Plan/NGDA	
  Management	
  Plan	
  
The	
  NGAC	
  has	
  provided	
  extensive	
  input	
  into	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  2017	
  NSDI	
  Strategic	
  
Framework	
  and	
  the	
  National	
  Geospatial	
  Data	
  Asset	
  (NGDA)	
  Management	
  Plan	
  2014-­‐16.	
  	
  The	
  
NGAC’s	
  input	
  was	
  critical	
  to	
  shaping	
  the	
  scope	
  and	
  direction	
  of	
  these	
  plans.	
  	
  The	
  FGDC	
  will	
  
continue	
  to	
  engage	
  with	
  the	
  NGAC	
  on	
  these	
  topics,	
  seeking	
  ongoing	
  feedback	
  as	
  follows:	
  	
  

• Provide	
  continuing	
  feedback	
  and	
  comment,	
  as	
  needed,	
  on	
  actions	
  resulting	
  from	
  the	
  
2017	
  Strategic	
  Framework	
  and	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  updated	
  NSDI	
  Strategic	
  Plan.	
  

• Provide	
  continuing	
  feedback	
  and	
  comment,	
  as	
  needed,	
  on	
  the	
  ongoing	
  activities	
  related	
  
to	
  NGDA	
  portfolio	
  management.	
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National	
  Priority	
  Data	
  Initiatives	
  
The	
  NGAC	
  has	
  provided	
  useful,	
  ongoing	
  advice	
  and	
  feedback	
  on	
  national	
  data	
  initiatives	
  
including	
  the	
  3D	
  Elevation	
  Program,	
  the	
  National	
  Address	
  Database,	
  and	
  Parcel	
  Data.	
  	
  As	
  a	
  
continuation	
  of	
  this	
  work,	
  the	
  FGDC	
  may	
  seek	
  feedback	
  and	
  recommendations	
  on	
  the	
  
development	
  and	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  ongoing	
  data	
  initiatives,	
  including:	
  

• 3D	
  Elevation	
  Program	
  –	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  national	
  acquisition	
  strategy.	
  
• USGS	
  Hydrography	
  Program	
  –	
  vision	
  and	
  roadmap	
  for	
  the	
  national	
  hydrography	
  

data	
  framework.	
  
• National	
  Address	
  Database	
  (NAD)	
  –	
  Continuation	
  of	
  the	
  NAD	
  Pilot	
  initiative.	
  
• Imagery	
  –	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  Commercial	
  Initiative	
  to	
  Buy	
  Operationally	
  

Responsive	
  GEOINT	
  (CIBORG)	
  imagery	
  acquisition	
  initiative.	
  
	
  
Next	
  Steps	
  
The	
  FGDC	
  looks	
  forward	
  to	
  an	
  ongoing	
  dialogue	
  with	
  the	
  NGAC	
  membership	
  to	
  refine	
  these	
  issues	
  and	
  
develop	
  a	
  Plan	
  of	
  Action	
  to	
  address	
  these	
  topics.	
  The	
  FGDC	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  coordinate	
  with	
  the	
  NGAC	
  
Chair,	
  Vice	
  Chair,	
  and	
  membership	
  on	
  the	
  planning	
  and	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  NGAC’s	
  activities.	
  ��� 
	
  


