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Landsat Advisory Group (LAG) 
Members
Name Organization
Kass Green (Subcommittee chair) Kass Green & Associates
John Copple Sanborn Map Company
Dave Cowen (NGAC Chair) University of South Carolina
Joanne Gabrynowicz University of Mississippi
Rick Landenberger AmericaView
Roger Mitchell MDA Federal
Rebecca Moore Google
Tony Spicci State of Missouri
Cory Springer Ball Aerospace & Technologies Corp.
Darrel Williams Global Science & Technology, Inc.
Tony Willardson Western States Water Council
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Direction from DOI (April 2012)
The NGAC Landsat Advisory Group (LAG) will provide advice to the Federal 
Government, through the NGAC, on the requirements, objectives and 
actions of the Landsat Program as they apply to continued delivery of 
societal benefits for the Nation and the global Earth observation 
community. The LAG is requested to provide advice and recommendations 
on Landsat-related issues for consideration by the NGAC, including the 
following:

1. Current and future Landsat data and information product 
definitions and methods for accessing and distributing these 
products. 

2. Future Landsat Program plans and efforts in coordination with the 
National Earth Observations (NEO) Task Force. 

3. Priorities and communication of the Landsat Program. 
4. Review and comment on the National Research Council report on 

implementing a sustained Land Imaging Program. 
(bolded issues are of highest priority)
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Priorities and Communication of 
the Landsat Program

Two immediate tasks:
1. Provide advice on whether or not the US 

government should charge for Landsat data.
2. Provide advice concerning the economic benefits 

of Landsat data.
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Two Subcommittees Formed

Economic Value
Roger Mitchell  - Chair
John Copple
Tony Willardson
Tony Spicci
Rick Landenberger

Cost Recovery
Joanne Gabrynowicz – Chair
Cory Springer
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Produced Two Draft White Papers
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Cost Recovery Paper Findings

Impacts of Charging for Landsat Data
Would severely restrict data use
Would violate existing OMB guidelines, Federal Law, OSTP, and U.S. 
National Space Policy
Would require statutory changes. 
Would cost more than the amount of revenue generated by the charges
Would stifle innovation and business activity that creates jobs. 
Would create a circular payment basis for public agencies
Would inhibit data analysis in scientific and technical analyses
Would negatively impact international relations relating to national, 
homeland, and food Security
Would negatively impact foreign policy and U.S. standing as the leader 
in space technology. 
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Economic Value Paper Findings
Annual savings from using Landsat data of 
10 operational applications

Landsat Application Estimated Annual Efficiency Savings

1. Monitoring Consumptive Outdoor Water Usage $20 ‐ $73 million

2. U.S. Government Mapping over $100 million

3. Forest Health Monitoring $12 million

4. National Agricultural Commodities Mapping over $4 million

5. Flood Mitigation Mapping over $4.5 million

6. Forest Fragmentation Detection over $5 million

7. Forest Change Detection over $5 million

8. World Agriculture Supply and Demand Estimates over $3 ‐ $5 million

9. Landsat Support for Fire Management $28 ‐ $30 million

10. Coastal Change Analysis Program $1.5 million

Note: This table shows the estimated annual efficiency savings of ten selected Landsat applications. 
The total annual economic value of Landsat data has recently been estimated at over $1.7 billion 
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Sept. 17 LAG Meeting Agenda
1:30 pm Meeting Startup – Chair: Kass Green (10 min)

Welcome and Introductions
Review Objectives and Agenda

1:40 pm Leadership Perspectives and Update - Anne Castle (20 min)

2:00 pm Final Review of LAG papers & discussion of plans for LAG session at NGAC meeting on 9/18 –
Kass Green (20 Min)

2:20 pm Landsat Program Update – Tim Newman (40 min)
Status of the Program
Key Issues and Briefing on Priority Areas

3:00 pm Action Planning/Discussion of NGAC Guidance - Group (45 Min)
Priority Areas
Next Research Topics
Clarification of Expectations and Outputs 

3:45 Wrap-up (15 min)
Review of Decisions and Actions
Outline of NGAC Report
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