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If you had 100,000 or even 
1,000,000 people  

to help you with your work,  
what would you do? 



 

What is citizen science? 
Citizen science is a form of open collaboration where members of the public 
participate in the scientific process to address real-world problems in ways that 
may include: 

Åidentifying research questions  
Åcollecting and analyzing data  
Åinterpreting results  
Åmaking new discoveries  
Ådeveloping technologies and applications  
Åsolving complex problems  

 

What is crowdsourcing? 
Crowdsourcing is the process of obtaining needed services, ideas, or content by 
soliciting contributions from a large group of people, especially from an online 
community. 



Did You Feel It?  

Citizen Archivist 
Dashboard 

Natureªs Notebook 

Measuring 
Broadband America 

MapGive 
mPING 



mPING mobile app has collected more than 600,000 
ground-based observations that help verify weather models.  



In 2014, Natureªs Notebook volunteers recorded more 
than 1 million observations on plants and animals that 

scientists use to analyze environmental change. 



Citizen Archivist Dashboard coordinates crowdsourcing for tagging 
archival records and transcribing documents. More than 170,000 
volunteers indexed 132 million names of the 1940 census in 5 

months, something NARA couldnªt have done alone. 



Measuring Broadband America enabled 2 million volunteers 
to measure their actual internet speeds, creating a National 

Broadband Map and revealing digital divides. 


