
NGAC Study Topics Discussion

NGAC Meeting
December 10, 2020



Ongoing NGAC Subcommittees

Landsat Advisory Group
• Role: Ongoing advice & recommendations on Landsat 

program

NSDI Subcommittee
• Role: Ongoing advice & recommendations on implementation 

of NSDI strategic plan

Public-Private Partnerships Subcommittee
• Role: Monitor existing partnership use cases, document 

additional P3s and other innovative geospatial partnerships, 
and communicate the value of additional geospatial P3s and 
innovative

GDA Reporting Team
• Role: Work with FGDC staff & NGAC leadership to plan &  

coordinate NGAC’s role in the GDA reporting process
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Potential 2021 Study Topics

*As discussed at October NGAC meeting:

• Privacy and Protection of PII

• Leveraging AI/ML to Advance the NSDI

• Stakeholder Engagement

• Future of GeoPlatform

• 2022 National Spatial Reference System Modernization

• The Power of Geospatial in Context

• US Geospatial Strategy on the Global Front
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NGAC Feedback on Study Topics

Privacy and Protection of PII (Tony, Tim)

• Consider w.r.t. Open, Public, Electronic and Necessary (OPEN) 
Government Data Act

• Identify what geospatial information should / shouldn’t be private? 

• Implications of combining data sources

Leveraging AI/ML to Advance the NSDI

Stakeholder engagement

• Need for tangible examples: case studies and challenges
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NGAC Feedback on Study Topics

Future of GeoPlatform (Tony, Tim)

• What is/should it be?  Data portal? Service Portal? Both?

• Evaluation of usefulness of current GeoPlatform

• Role of Federal agencies in GeoPlatform?

• Shared ownership model?

• Consider other successful joint initiatives, possibly P3 model

• Combine with ‘The Power of Geospatial…’? 
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NGAC Feedback on Study Topics

The Power of Geospatial in Context (Tony)

• A recurring NGAC theme – good to update for new 
administration

2022 National Spatial Reference System Modernization

• Focus on the users – how to use it! (Bill)

US Geospatial Strategy on the Global Front (Vasit)

• Implications for privacy and national security
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FGDC Agency Feedback on Study Topics

Stakeholder Engagement

• Stakeholder engagement is a great use of a FACA. Would help us better 

understand which data assets both current and potential stakeholders value.

Future of the GeoPlatform

• Would be helpful for NGAC to think of a business case and alternative 

funding model or revised way to capture the value of the Geoplatform.

The Power of Geospatial in Context

• The focus on integrating geo data with other data would help us make the 

connection with other data-related initiatives.

Privacy and Protection of PII

• This topic may be better addressed through the Federal Privacy Council and 

CDO Council.  There are existing projects already underway trying to address 

this issue.
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FGDC Agency Feedback on Study Topics

Additional Potential Topics from FGDC Agencies:

• AI/ML. How do geospatial advances in leveraging AI/ML intersect and/or 

support protecting the Nation against emerging cybersecurity threats?

• Education & Workforce. What are approaches Federal agencies can 

use to implement a crash program that focuses on workforce education, 

training, and knowledge certification/aptitude of geospatial systems 

thinking?

• Recommendations for improving the GDA. Although the GDA provides 

new opportunities to improve federal geospatial management, it also 

introduced new challenges that can be counter-productive for 

developing/improving agency geospatial programs. Although the 

likelihood of a near-term amendment seems low, it would still be useful for 

the FGDC to have a clear set of recommendations in case the opportunity 

arises.
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Discussion – 2021 NGAC Study Topics

Current (4) 2021 New Starts (1-2?) Potential Topics

• Landsat Advisory Group

• NSDI Strategic Plan

• P3 Subcommittee

• GDA Reporting Team

• 1

• 2

• Privacy & Protection of PII

• AI/ML

• Stakeholder Engagement

• Future of GeoPlatform

• 2022 Datum Modernization

• Power of Geospatial in 
Context

• U.S. Geospatial Strategy on 
Global Front



Next Steps

December/early January:

• NGAC/FGDC leadership refine & finalize study 
topics

• Request to NGAC members for first & second 
choices for subcommittee assignments

• Finalize subcommittee assignments and leadership 
to ensure appropriate balance & representation on 
all groups. 
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