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NATIONAL	
  GEOSPATIAL	
  ADVISORY	
  COMMITTEE	
  MEETING	
  
December	
  4,	
  2015	
  

Minutes	
  
	
  
The	
  National	
  Geospatial	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  (NGAC)	
  held	
  a	
  public	
  meeting	
  on	
  December	
  4,	
  2015,	
  from	
  
12:30	
  p.m.	
  to	
  4:00	
  p.m.	
  	
  The	
  meeting	
  was	
  held	
  via	
  webinar	
  and	
  teleconference.	
  	
  In	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  
requirements	
  of	
  the	
  Federal	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  Act,	
  the	
  meeting	
  was	
  open	
  to	
  the	
  public.	
  
	
  
NGAC	
  Members	
  present:	
  
Robert	
  Austin	
  (NGAC	
  Chair)	
  
Julie	
  Sweetkind-­‐Singer	
  (NGAC	
  vice	
  Chair)	
  
Talbot	
  Brooks	
  
Dan	
  Cotter	
  
Patricia	
  Cummens	
  
Dave	
  DiSera	
  
Steve	
  Emanuel	
  
Matt	
  Gentile	
  
Bert	
  Granberg	
  	
  
Frank	
  Harjo	
  
Jack	
  Hild	
  
Jeff	
  Lovin	
  
Jack	
  Maguire	
   	
  
Keith	
  Masback	
  
Roger	
  Mitchell	
  
Kevin	
  Pomfret	
  
Major	
  General	
  William	
  Reddel	
  III	
  
Douglas	
  Richardson	
  
Tony	
  Spicci	
  
Gary	
  Thompson	
  
Harvey	
  Thorleifson	
  
Molly	
  Vogt	
  
Jason	
  Warzinik	
  
David	
  Wyatt	
  
	
  
Ivan	
  DeLoatch,	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Federal	
  Geographic	
  Data	
  Committee	
  and	
  Designated	
  Federal	
  
Officer	
  (DFO)	
  for	
  the	
  NGAC,	
  and	
  John	
  Mahoney,	
  Alternate	
  DFO,	
  were	
  also	
  in	
  attendance.	
  
	
  
NGAC	
  Members	
  not	
  in	
  attendance:	
  
Steve	
  Coast	
  
Keith	
  Clarke	
  
Joanne	
  Gabrynowicz	
  
Michael	
  Jones	
  
	
  
Other	
  Attendees:	
  
Elizabeth	
  Bialek	
  (EBMUD),	
  John	
  Byrd	
  (MAPPS),	
  John	
  Cullen	
  (USGS),	
  Lucia	
  Foulkes	
  (FGDC),	
  Tricia	
  Gibbons	
  
(Lead	
  Alliance),	
  Charles	
  Hickman	
  (USGS),	
  Butch	
  Lazorchak	
  (Library	
  of	
  Congress),	
  Tim	
  Newman	
  (USGS),	
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Nancy	
  Tosta	
  (Ross	
  Strategic),	
  Camille	
  Touton	
  (DOI),	
  Vaishal	
  Sheth	
  (FGDC),	
  Tim	
  Trainor	
  (DOC),	
  Shayne	
  
Urbanowski	
  (USGS)	
  
	
  
Welcome	
  &	
  Meeting	
  Overview	
  	
  
Dr.	
  Robert	
  Austin,	
  NGAC	
  Chair,	
  called	
  the	
  public	
  meeting	
  at	
  12:30	
  p.m.	
  and	
  welcomed	
  NGAC	
  members	
  
and	
  attendees.	
  	
  Dr.	
  Austin	
  provided	
  an	
  overview	
  of	
  the	
  purpose,	
  objectives	
  and	
  logistics	
  of	
  the	
  meeting.	
  
	
  
Review	
  and	
  Adoption	
  of	
  September	
  2015	
  NGAC	
  Minutes	
  
Dr.	
  Austin	
  reviewed	
  the	
  draft	
  minutes	
  of	
  the	
  September	
  2015	
  NGAC	
  meeting	
  and	
  called	
  for	
  approval.	
  	
  
	
  

DECISION:	
  The	
  NGAC	
  adopted	
  the	
  minutes	
  of	
  the	
  September	
  1-­‐2,	
  2015	
  NGAC	
  meeting.	
  
	
  
Leadership	
  Dialogue	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  FGDC	
  Chair	
  Jennifer	
  Gimbel,	
  Camile	
  Touton	
  welcomed	
  members	
  and	
  thanked	
  NGAC	
  
members	
  for	
  their	
  contributions.	
  She	
  reported	
  that	
  there	
  has	
  been	
  significant	
  progress	
  in	
  various	
  
initiatives	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  3D	
  Elevation	
  Program,	
  the	
  Geospatial	
  Platform,	
  Geospatial	
  Privacy,	
  and	
  Landsat.	
  	
  
Ms.	
  Touton	
  noted	
  that	
  the	
  2016	
  NGAC	
  appointments	
  are	
  in	
  final	
  review.	
  The	
  Secretary	
  will	
  announce	
  
the	
  new	
  appointees	
  in	
  the	
  near	
  future.	
  	
  
	
  
FGDC	
  Update	
  	
  
Ivan	
  DeLoatch,	
  FGDC	
  Executive	
  Director,	
  provided	
  an	
  update	
  on	
  FGDC	
  activities.	
  

• GAO	
  Engagement:	
  	
  GAO	
  has	
  closed	
  several	
  actions	
  from	
  their	
  recent	
  reports	
  on	
  Federal	
  
geospatial	
  activities.	
  	
  FGDC	
  is	
  continuing	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  the	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  GAO	
  
recommendations.	
  	
  

• National	
  Spatial	
  Data	
  Infrastructure	
  (NSDI):	
  The	
  FGDC	
  is	
  finalizing	
  the	
  FY15	
  status	
  report	
  
summarizing	
  progress	
  in	
  implementing	
  the	
  NSDI	
  Strategic	
  Plan.	
  	
  Mr.	
  DeLoatch	
  pointed	
  out	
  that	
  
the	
  next	
  iteration	
  of	
  the	
  strategic	
  plan	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  significant	
  focus	
  for	
  FGDC	
  and	
  the	
  NGAC	
  in	
  2016.	
  

• National	
  Geospatial	
  Data	
  Asset	
  (NGDA)	
  Management	
  Plan:	
  The	
  results	
  of	
  the	
  NGDA	
  Dataset	
  
Lifecycle	
  Maturity	
  Assessment	
  (LMA)	
  are	
  being	
  compiled.	
  FGDC	
  is	
  also	
  taking	
  action	
  to	
  finalize	
  
the	
  Geospatial	
  Investment	
  Definitions	
  Document.	
  The	
  document	
  will	
  shared	
  for	
  comment	
  with	
  
OMB	
  and	
  the	
  CFO	
  and	
  CIO	
  communities.	
  	
  

• FGDC	
  Steering	
  Committee:	
  The	
  FGDC	
  Steering	
  Committee	
  will	
  hold	
  a	
  meeting	
  on	
  Thursday,	
  
December	
  8.	
  Agenda	
  topics	
  include:	
  FGDC	
  Current	
  Activities,	
  Cadastral	
  Theme	
  Reporting,	
  HUD	
  
eGIS	
  Briefing,	
  Survey	
  for	
  Data	
  Acquisition	
  Vehicles,	
  and	
  the	
  December	
  4	
  NGAC	
  meeting	
  
summary.	
  	
  

• NGAC	
  Appointments:	
  The	
  2015	
  NGAC	
  recommended	
  appointments	
  are	
  under	
  review	
  within	
  
DOI.	
  	
  Announcements	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  appointments	
  will	
  be	
  announced	
  in	
  the	
  near	
  future.	
  	
  

	
  
ACTION:	
  	
  FGDC	
  leadership	
  and	
  staff	
  are	
  working	
  with	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  the	
  Secretary	
  of	
  the	
  Interior	
  to	
  
finalize	
  the	
  next	
  set	
  of	
  appointments	
  to	
  the	
  NGAC.	
  	
  The	
  appointments	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  be	
  completed	
  
by	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  December	
  2015.	
  

	
  
The	
  Changing	
  Landscape:	
  A	
  Second	
  Look	
  	
  
Bob	
  Austin	
  provided	
  an	
  overview	
  of	
  the	
  NGAC	
  Changing	
  Landscape	
  paper.	
  	
  He	
  noted	
  that	
  initial	
  
comments	
  from	
  NGAC	
  members	
  had	
  been	
  incorporated	
  into	
  the	
  final	
  draft.	
  Members	
  discussed	
  the	
  final	
  
version	
  of	
  the	
  document	
  and	
  provided	
  additional	
  feedback.	
  
	
  
Comments:	
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• Good	
  document,	
  very	
  valuable.	
  Like	
  to	
  see	
  additional	
  resources	
  for	
  certain	
  topics.	
  	
  
• Look	
  beyond	
  data	
  sharing.	
  Actionable	
  information	
  should	
  be	
  considered;	
  interacting	
  with	
  data	
  is	
  

different	
  from	
  sharing	
  data.	
  
• Document	
  provides	
  good	
  framework	
  for	
  FGDC	
  planning.	
  
• Should	
  also	
  consider	
  how	
  to	
  better	
  align	
  with	
  current	
  technology.	
  
• The	
  document	
  covers	
  3	
  purposes:	
  1)	
  Inform,	
  2)	
  Serve	
  as	
  input	
  to	
  FGDC	
  for	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  

next	
  NSDI	
  strategic	
  plan,	
  and	
  3)	
  describe	
  the	
  significant	
  transformation	
  of	
  the	
  geospatial	
  
landscape.	
  

	
  
DECISION:	
  	
  The	
  NGAC	
  adopted	
  the	
  paper,	
  “The	
  Changing	
  Geospatial	
  Landscape	
  –	
  A	
  Second	
  Look,”	
  in	
  
principle	
  pending	
  the	
  addition	
  of	
  minor	
  edits.	
  

	
  
ACTION:	
  	
  NGAC	
  members	
  provide	
  any	
  final	
  edits	
  on	
  the	
  Changing	
  Geospatial	
  Landscape	
  paper	
  to	
  
Julie	
  Sweetkind-­‐Singer,	
  Bob	
  Austin,	
  Dave	
  DiSera,	
  and	
  John	
  Mahoney	
  by	
  Friday,	
  December	
  11,	
  2015.	
  

	
  
Geospatial	
  Privacy	
  Subcommittee	
  	
  
Kevin	
  Pomfret	
  provided	
  summarized	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  activities	
  during	
  2015	
  as	
  follows:	
  

• Increased	
  awareness	
  of	
  unique	
  aspects	
  of	
  geolocation	
  privacy	
  within	
  the	
  Federal	
  privacy	
  
community.	
  

• Positioned	
  NGAC/FGDC	
  as	
  a	
  resource	
  on	
  geolocation	
  privacy	
  issues.	
  
• Informed	
  NGAC	
  and	
  FGDC	
  on	
  developments	
  in	
  privacy	
  laws	
  that	
  could	
  impact	
  the	
  geospatial	
  

community.	
  
	
  
Mr.	
  Pomfret	
  also	
  briefed	
  NGAC	
  members	
  on	
  the	
  2015	
  CIO	
  Privacy	
  Summit	
  sponsored	
  by	
  the	
  CIO	
  Council.	
  	
  
Highlights	
  included:	
  

• Updates	
  and	
  revisions	
  to	
  key	
  OMB	
  policy	
  documents	
  on	
  privacy	
  such	
  as	
  Circulars	
  A-­‐130	
  and	
  A-­‐
119.	
  	
  

• The	
  creation	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  Federal	
  Privacy	
  Council.	
  	
  
• FGDC	
  and	
  NGAC	
  sponsored	
  a	
  breakout	
  session	
  focusing	
  on	
  geospatial	
  privacy	
  issues.	
  

	
  
Next	
  steps:	
  

• Continue	
  to	
  engage	
  with	
  Federal	
  privacy	
  community	
  on	
  geolocation	
  privacy	
  issues.	
  
• Explore	
  opportunities	
  for	
  research	
  on	
  the	
  privacy	
  implications	
  of	
  aggregating	
  open	
  geospatial	
  

data	
  sets	
  in	
  an	
  NSDI.	
  
• Increase	
  awareness	
  within	
  the	
  geospatial	
  community	
  on	
  the	
  potential	
  impact	
  of	
  Federal	
  privacy	
  

initiatives.	
  
	
  

ACTION:	
  	
  FGDC	
  staff	
  will	
  provide	
  NGAC	
  members	
  the	
  materials	
  presented	
  at	
  the	
  2015	
  Privacy	
  
Summit	
  at	
  the	
  Geospatial	
  Privacy	
  session.	
  	
  
	
  
ACTION:	
  	
  Kevin	
  Pomfret	
  will	
  provide	
  information	
  to	
  NGAC	
  members	
  about	
  the	
  draft	
  Best	
  Practices	
  
paper	
  being	
  developed	
  by	
  stakeholders	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Telecommunications	
  and	
  Information	
  
Administration’s	
  multi-­‐stakeholder	
  engagement	
  process	
  regarding	
  domestic	
  use	
  of	
  Unmanned	
  
Aircraft	
  Systems.	
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Crowdsourced	
  Data	
  Subcommittee	
  
Molly	
  Vogt,	
  Crowdsourced	
  Data	
  Subcommittee	
  chair,	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  activities	
  in	
  2015,	
  
and	
  highlighted	
  the	
  following	
  accomplishments:	
  	
  

• Hosted	
  six	
  presentations	
  from	
  nationally	
  recognized	
  subject	
  area	
  experts	
  at	
  two	
  NGAC	
  meetings	
  
and	
  identified	
  key	
  issues	
  and	
  themes	
  in	
  discussion.	
  

• Co-­‐hosted	
  meeting	
  with	
  Federal	
  Community	
  of	
  Practice	
  (COP)	
  for	
  Crowdsourcing	
  and	
  Citizen	
  
Science	
  and	
  FGDC	
  members,	
  helped	
  develop	
  action	
  items	
  for	
  the	
  COP.	
  

• Provided	
  NGAC	
  preview	
  and	
  discussion	
  of	
  Federal	
  Toolkit	
  for	
  Crowdsourcing	
  and	
  Citizen	
  Science.	
  
• Provided	
  input	
  to	
  the	
  COP	
  on	
  beta	
  version	
  of	
  the	
  Toolkit.	
  
• Shared	
  common	
  framework	
  and	
  definitions	
  related	
  to	
  crowdsourcing	
  and	
  citizen	
  science	
  	
  
• Researched	
  and	
  drafted	
  crowdsourcing	
  case	
  studies.	
  
• Participated	
  in	
  White	
  House	
  Mapathon.	
  

	
  
The	
  subcommittee	
  will	
  finalize	
  the	
  case	
  studies	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  Toolkit	
  for	
  Crowdsourcing	
  
and	
  Citizen	
  Science,	
  and	
  will	
  also	
  provide	
  feedback	
  on	
  the	
  toolkit.	
  	
  

	
  
ACTION:	
  	
  The	
  Crowd-­‐sourced	
  Data	
  Subcommittee	
  will	
  finalize	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  use	
  cases	
  for	
  use	
  by	
  the	
  
Federal	
  Community	
  of	
  Practice	
  for	
  Crowdsourcing	
  and	
  Citizen	
  Science	
  (COP)	
  in	
  the	
  COP’s	
  Open	
  
Innovation	
  Toolkit.	
  

	
  
3DEP	
  Subcommittee	
  
Gary	
  Thompson	
  and	
  Jason	
  Warzinik	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  2015	
  activities	
  in	
  connection	
  to	
  the	
  NAPA	
  Report	
  
recommendations,	
  3DEP	
  acquisitions,	
  and	
  emerging	
  LiDAR	
  technologies.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  subcommittee	
  requested	
  the	
  approval	
  of	
  the	
  3D	
  Elevation	
  Program	
  Data	
  Acquisition	
  Coordination	
  
paper.	
  	
  The	
  team	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  3DEP	
  Federal	
  contacts	
  at	
  USGS,	
  and	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  
monitor	
  Lidar	
  and	
  elevation-­‐related	
  activities	
  in	
  2016.	
  
	
  	
  

DECISION:	
  	
  The	
  NGAC	
  adopted	
  the	
  paper,	
  “3DEP	
  Data	
  Acquisition	
  Coordination”	
  developed	
  by	
  the	
  
NGAC	
  3DEP	
  Subcommittee.	
  

	
  
Outreach	
  &	
  Communications	
  	
  
Bert	
  Granberg,	
  Outreach	
  and	
  Communication	
  Chair,	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  activities	
  in	
  2015.	
  
Mr.	
  Granberg	
  emphasized	
  that	
  the	
  2015	
  guidance	
  focused	
  on	
  assisting	
  the	
  FGDC	
  in	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  
a	
  communication	
  strategy	
  that	
  will	
  promote	
  the	
  benefits	
  of	
  the	
  NSDI.	
  	
  Ivan	
  DeLoatch	
  pointed	
  out	
  that	
  
the	
  FGDC	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  utilize	
  the	
  NGAC	
  and	
  its	
  products.	
  	
  
	
  
Mr.	
  Granberg	
  noted	
  that	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  assist	
  in	
  the	
  communication	
  strategy	
  efforts	
  
for	
  the	
  NSDI	
  in	
  2016,	
  and	
  will	
  support	
  the	
  implementation	
  activities	
  from	
  the	
  C&O	
  plan.	
  
	
  

ACTION:	
  	
  The	
  NGAC	
  Communication	
  and	
  Outreach	
  Subcommittee	
  will	
  provide	
  continuing	
  feedback	
  
to	
  FGDC	
  on	
  products	
  developed	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  NSDI/Geospatial	
  Platform	
  Communications	
  Strategy	
  
and	
  Implementation	
  Plan.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



 
December	
  2015	
  NGAC	
  Meeting	
  Minutes	
  -­‐	
  FINAL	
  

5	
  

Landsat	
  Advisory	
  Group	
  	
  
Jack	
  Hild	
  provided	
  a	
  summary	
  of	
  the	
  subcommittee	
  activities	
  in	
  2015,	
  and	
  requested	
  the	
  adoption	
  of	
  the	
  
paper	
  developed	
  by	
  the	
  Landsat	
  Advisory	
  Group	
  (LAG)	
  on	
  Sentinel	
  Data	
  Access	
  Policies.	
  	
  Tim	
  Newman	
  
(USGS)	
  provided	
  a	
  brief	
  program	
  update	
  on	
  Landsat	
  activities.	
  
	
  

DECISION:	
  	
  The	
  NGAC	
  adopted	
  the	
  paper	
  developed	
  by	
  the	
  Landsat	
  Advisory	
  Group	
  addressing	
  
Sentinel	
  data	
  use	
  policies	
  in	
  principle	
  pending	
  the	
  addition	
  of	
  minor	
  edits.	
  
	
  
ACTION:	
  	
  NGAC	
  members	
  provide	
  any	
  final	
  edits	
  on	
  the	
  Sentinel	
  data	
  use	
  policies	
  paper	
  to	
  Roger	
  
Mitchell,	
  Jack	
  Hild,	
  and	
  John	
  Mahoney	
  by	
  Friday,	
  December	
  11,	
  2015.	
  	
  
	
  

Public	
  Comment	
  Period	
  
Members	
  of	
  the	
  public	
  were	
  given	
  an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  provide	
  comments	
  to	
  NGAC	
  members.	
  
	
  

John	
  Byrd,	
  MAPPS	
  
John	
  Byrd	
  discussed	
  the	
  National	
  Telecommunications	
  and	
  Information	
  Administration	
  (NTIA)	
  
Multistakeholder	
  Process	
  on	
  Unmanned	
  Aircraft	
  Systems,	
  and	
  requested	
  feedback	
  on	
  positive	
  
aspects	
  of	
  UAS	
  to	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  a	
  document	
  that	
  identifies	
  positive	
  societal	
  benefits	
  of	
  UAS.	
  	
  

	
   	
   	
  
Announcements	
  
Bob	
  Austin	
  noted	
  that	
  this	
  would	
  be	
  his	
  last	
  meeting	
  as	
  NGAC	
  Chair,	
  and	
  discussed	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  
the	
  NGAC’s	
  work	
  and	
  the	
  benefits	
  it	
  has	
  provided	
  to	
  FGDC	
  and	
  the	
  Nation.	
  	
  He	
  thanked	
  the	
  NGAC	
  
members	
  for	
  their	
  work	
  and	
  wished	
  the	
  committee	
  continued	
  success	
  in	
  2016.	
  
	
  
Wrap-­‐up	
  and	
  Adjourn	
  	
  
Action	
  items	
  were	
  reviewed.	
  The	
  next	
  NGAC	
  meeting	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  on	
  April	
  6-­‐7,	
  2016	
  in	
  Washington,	
  DC.	
  	
  
The	
  Chair	
  adjourned	
  the	
  meeting	
  at	
  4:00	
  p.m.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Certification	
  
I	
  hereby	
  certify	
  that,	
  to	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  my	
  knowledge,	
  the	
  foregoing	
  minutes	
  are	
  accurate	
  and	
  complete.	
  
	
  

Dr.	
  Robert	
  Austin,	
  Chair,	
  National	
  Geospatial	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  
	
  
Mr.	
  Ivan	
  DeLoatch,	
  Designated	
  Federal	
  Officer,	
  National	
  Geospatial	
  Advisory	
  Committee	
  

	
  
These	
  minutes	
  will	
  be	
  formally	
  considered	
  by	
  the	
  Committee	
  at	
  its	
  next	
  meeting,	
  and	
  any	
  corrections	
  or	
  
notations	
  will	
  be	
  incorporated	
  in	
  the	
  minutes	
  of	
  that	
  meeting.	
  
	
  

	
  
Note	
  –	
  These	
  minutes	
  were	
  approved	
  by	
  the	
  NGAC	
  on	
  April	
  6,	
  2016	
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December	
  4,	
  2015	
  NGAC	
  Meeting	
  

Summary	
  of	
  Presentations	
  and	
  Handouts	
  
	
  
The	
  following	
  is	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  the	
  presentations	
  and	
  handouts	
  from	
  the	
  meeting.	
  These	
  meeting	
  materials	
  are	
  
posted	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  minutes	
  at:	
  http://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/december-­‐2015/index_html	
  
	
  
	
  
FGDC	
  Report	
  	
  

• FGDC	
  Update	
  
	
  
Changing	
  Geospatial	
  Landscape	
  

• NGAC	
  Paper	
  –	
  The	
  Changing	
  Landscape	
  
	
  
Geospatial	
  Privacy	
  Subcommittee	
  

• Geospatial	
  Privacy	
  Subcommittee	
  2015	
  Summary	
  Report	
  
	
  
Crowdsourced	
  Geospatial	
  Data	
  	
  

• Crowdsourced	
  Data	
  Subcommittee	
  2015	
  Summary	
  Report	
  
	
  	
  

3D	
  Elevation	
  Program	
  (3DEP)	
  Subcommittee	
  
• 3DEP	
  Subcommittee	
  2015	
  Summary	
  Report	
  
• NGAC	
  Paper	
  –	
  3DEP	
  	
  Data	
  Acquisition	
  Coordination	
  

	
  
Communication	
  &	
  Outreach	
  Subcommittee	
  

• Communication	
  &	
  Outreach	
  2015	
  Summary	
  Report	
  
	
  
Landsat	
  Advisory	
  Group	
  	
  

• NGAC	
  Paper	
  –	
  Sentinel	
  Data	
  Use	
  Policies	
  	
  
	
  


