
The AAG-Esri  
GeoMentors Program 

Increasing GIS and Geography  
in K-12 Education 

http://www.aag.org/cs/geomentors/review/case_study_archive/2015_nicolem
http://www.aag.org/cs/geomentors/review/case_study_archive/2015_briank


Esri ConnectED Initiative 

• Esri is donating free ArcGIS Online 
organization accounts to every K-12 school in 
the U.S 
 

• Goal for adoption of ArcGIS Online at 25,000 
K-12 schools and software access to one 
million school users. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/education/k-12/connected


AAG-Esri GeoMentors Program 

•  Organize 
 

•  Facilitate 
 

•  Motivate 

www.geomentors.net 



Who can be a GeoMentor? 

From undergraduate and graduate students to 
professors and geographic information scientists, we 
welcome the entire GIS community to volunteer their 
skills and experience as GeoMentors. 

Advanced GIS skills are not 
required to be a great 
asset to K-12 classrooms. 

https://www.instagram.com/p/5cepm4Dcwc/


Who are our GeoMentors? 

“Do you have any degrees or certificates in 
geography and/or GIS&T?” 

Response Count % of GMs 

No Degree Indicated 167 22.5% 

Associate’s Degree 24 3.2% 

Undergraduate Minor 46 6.2% 

Undergraduate Level Certificate 58 7.8% 

Undergraduate Major 242 32.6% 

Graduate Level Certificate 161 21.7% 

Master’s Degree 212 28.5% 

PhD 71 9.6% 



Who are our GeoMentors? 
• I am a biologist with the National Park Service and use 

ArcGIS regularly.  
 

• I’m an AP Human Geography teacher integrating some 
ArcGIS online into lessons. 
 

• I am a software architect and developer in the GIS field 
for a major corporation. 
 

• I am a graduate student in an Applied Geography and 
Geospatial program looking to volunteer and help 
educators. 
 

• I am an urban planner, currently employed by the real 
estate department of a local government.  
 

 

• I am a certified health educator and have a certification 
in GIS.  



What do GeoMentors do? 
Advocate GIS adoption and help  
schools and groups set up their 
free ArcGIS Online accounts 

 
Demonstrate available GIS 
classroom exercises to educators 
 

Share information about careers in GIS 
 

Assist teachers and group leaders with tailoring GIS activities 
for their specific subject, grade, and/or project.  

Work with your local community schools or with 
schools and educators across the US! 



What do GeoMentors do? 
• “My son's school just registered for their ConnectED account 

yesterday. The principal and IT specialist are both excited as is his 
Kindergarten teacher. “ 
 

 

• “I’m visiting a middle school in Riverside, CA. They’re learning about 
earthquakes and architecture so I’ll demonstrate how 3D GIS and 
ArcGIS Online can be used to model such events.” 
 
 

• “I have been asked to present at the Kansas Association of Middle 
Level Educators on teaching with maps and GIS.” 
 
 
 

• “I reached out to my daughter’s 4th grade Challenge program teacher. 
I shared a bunch of resources with her and inadvertently caused her 
to change her entire lesson plan to incorporate GIS. (Oops). “ 



How do I become a GeoMentor? 

www.geomentors.net/participate 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1o1Ws-wtWZLVxrsL2d7PGkPWwWWfWWLTstGcuHwgT8Ic/viewform?usp=send_form


GeoMentor Registrations: 2015 



Current GeoMentors Map 

Join the network - Sign up today! 

1,000+ strong and growing! 



Connect with a Collaborator 

www.geomentors.net/connect 

• Educators requesting help 

• Local schools 

• Youth groups: Girl Scouts, 
Boy Scouts, 4-H, Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America 

•  Use your social network! 

http://www.aag.org/cs/geomentors/connect/guidelines_for_contacting_potential_collaborators
http://www.aag.org/cs/geomentors/prepare/recruit_new_schools_to_participate_in_the_esri_connected_program


Current Schools Map 

Are your local schools participating? 

2,800+ schools with software accounts! 



Curated Collection of Resources 

www.geomentors.net/prepare 

http://www.aag.org/cs/geomentors/prepare
https://esri.app.box.com/agoskillbuilder


GeoInquiries 
• 15-minute activities designed for a single 

computer/projector classroom arrangement.  
• No installation, fees, or logins are necessary to use these 

materials and software.  

 
Any teacher can use a GeoInquiry, regardless of their 

prior experience with digital mapping tools. 
 

http://edcommunity.esri.com/Resources/Collections/geoinquiries 



GeoMentor Case Studies 
• Chuck:    Arizona; K-5th grades; Outdoor learning 

• Rob:        California; 2nd-5th grades; Geography Awareness Week lessons 

• Nicole:   Delaware; 5th Grade; GIS Day Careers Event 

• Lisa:        South Carolina; 6-12th Grade Teachers; GIS Workshop 

• Lindsay: Florida; Grades 9-11; AP Human Geography 

www.geomentors.net/review/case_studies 



GeoMentor Case Studies 

 “My experience encouraged me in my day-to-day 
work.  It reminded me of how fun GIS can be, and how 
it can be  applied to almost everything you do daily.”    
             - Diana, California  

“Working as a Geomentor has been an 
amazing experience. The kids just love 
using the technology and love solving 
problems. It’s the same reason I love 
GIS.”          - Chuck, Arizona 



Join Online GeoMentor Communities 

www.geomentors.net/communicate 

https://twitter.com/WIU_SSG/status/675467228662378496
https://twitter.com/bhall1821/status/635107151955017729


Monthly Newsletter and GM Spotlight 

www.geomentors.net/communicate 



Gain Service and Outreach Experience 



From an Educator:   
“I have gotten in touch with a Geo-Mentor, who actually got me 
in touch with another guy also, so I actually have TWO mentors 
now! They are great and have already been helpful when I told 
them I needed help using ArcGIS in my AP HUG and AP World 
History classes.  In fact, one of them told me his kids will be going 
to the high school where I teach! Thank you so much for providing 
this service for educators like me who want to use ArcGIS more in 
my classes but aren't very familiar with how it works.” 

From a GeoMentor:   



Register as a GeoMentor today! 
www.geomentors.net/participate 

 

 Twitter: @AAGGeoMentors 
 

  Email: geomentors@aag.org 
 

www.geomentors.net 

Come by the GeoMentors space 
to get your name badge ribbon! 


