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 Statement of the Problem
Development and application of the USNVC depends on partners at both 
state and federal levels being able to apply the federal standard, either 
directly or through meaningful crosswalks. California USNVC partners have 
not had the opportunity to assess the relationship between the two so that 
users can apply the MCV and the USNVC for both in-state and cross-border 
vegetation projects.

 Purpose of the Project
The California NVC partners (CNPS & CDFG) will evaluate the relationship 
between the MCV and the revised USNVC, and then integrate them, at 
minimum using the MCV Alliance level and the USNVC Macrogroup level, 
and where possible, down to USNVC Alliance level.

 Methodology and Schedule
-Project kick-off meetings & data-sharing between partners (July – Sept 
2012)
-Evaluation of USNVC hierarchy with the California Alliances and 
Associations, and management of data (Sept 2012 – May 2013)
-Outreach via the web, workshops, and meetings (May – Sept 2012)
-Reporting (Jan 2013 and Dec 2013)

Project Overview



Project Overview (Cont’d)

 Outcomes
We will upload vegetation information into the USNVC, NatureServe 
BIOTICS, and CNPS/CDFG Manual of California Vegetation (MCV) 
databases. When the database uploads and the evaluations of the USNVC 
and MCV are complete, the California Alliances will be integrated and linked 
with the USNVC upper levels of the hierarchy. These linkages provide 
critical information and representation of the CA Alliances and Associations 
within the greater national context of the USNVC. They also facilitate the 
use of the USNVC Standards in combination with California Alliances for 
local, state, and federal partners in California. 

 Deliverables
-CNPS/CDFG MCV and NatureServe BIOTICS databases updated
-Linkages of the USNVC hierarchy with the MCV California Alliances
-Web-based materials developed showing relationships between the 
USNVC and the CA Alliances and tools for querying and displaying the 
vegetation information
-Outreach/presentation of web-based materials at various venues 
(CNPS/CDFG workshops, FGDC Vegetation Subcommittee meeting, ESA 
conference)


