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GIS Survey
2005 Survey of Geographic Information System (GIS) Data  
for the Bi-State Region (Henry, Mercer and Rock Island Counties in Illinois and Muscatine and Scott 
Counties in Illinois) 

At the request of many of our local government GIS users, managers and coordinators, the Bi-State 
Regional Commission is conducting a survey for the purpose of gathering an inventory of Geographic 
Information System (GIS) data that is being created and maintained in our region's communities and 
agencies. As you know, GIS datasets are increasingly being used as a tool in planning, development, 
project implementation, conservation and homeland security at local, regional and national levels. We 
believe that it would be advantageous for our Region to have an inventory that describes what GIS datasets 
exist; as well as other pertinent information such as maintenance of said sets, geographic projections, file 
formats, data sharing policies, etc.  

The results will be published on the Bi-State Regional Commission website (http://www.bistateonline.org). 
By making this inventory available through a website interface, our hope is that this will be a resource for 
GIS users in the region as well as potential developers/ engineers/conservationists/and emergency 
personnel as a starting point in their planning/project implementation. It would be advantageous to update 
this survey every one to two years. It is important to note that this will NOT be a GIS data clearinghouse 
(where datasets can be downloaded), but simply a list of what is available in our Region. 

Our target responders for the survey are professional staff who are closely involved with the creation and 
maintenance of GIS datasets, as well as those familiar with policies regarding these datasets. Your support 
for this survey on behalf of your community or agency and your willingness to share information about your 
situation, issues and experiences is greatly appreciated. Your cooperation is invaluable and essential for 
successfully gathering information about this important new technical and planning tool. If you or the 
responding staff have any questions, please feel free to contact Lisa Miller Data/Graphics/GIS Manager. 
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