FGDC Steering Committee/Coordination Group Charters

Summary for FGDC Steering Committee, January 30, 2006

Background

In 2004, the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) established an intergovernmental team to develop recommendations for the future governance of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  The team included representation from federal, state, and local governments; from the private and non-profit sectors; and from academia.  The NSDI “Future Directions” governance report, which was issued in May 2005, included a recommendation to create new charters for the FGDC Steering Committee and the FGDC Coordination Group.

Development/Review of Charters

Following the issuance of the governance report, a team from the FGDC developed a set of draft charters.  The charters have undergone several rounds of review and comment from the Coordination Group and Steering Committee.  

The charters were submitted to the Steering Committee for an electronic vote in November 2005.  Although the final tally on the electronic vote was 6 to 1 in favor of adoption, a two-thirds quorum of the Steering Committee did not participate in the vote, as required by the terms of the charter.  Therefore, the charters are being presented again for approval at the January 30 Steering Committee meeting.  

The following timeline summarizes the development and review of the charters:
6/23/05
Steering Committee meeting – approval of governance report recommendation to develop new charters

6-7/05


Charters developed/reviewed within FGDC

7/15–8/1/05

Draft charters provided to Coordination Group for review/comment

8/16/05

Revised charters provided to Coordination Group

9/13/05


Revised charters reviewed/updated at Coordination Group meeting

10/3/05

Steering Committee meeting – draft charters presented and discussed

10/11–10/31/05

Final review/comment period

11/28–12/16/05

Final Drafts distributed to Steering Committee for electronic vote.

· Final Tally:  6 votes in favor of adoption, 1 vote opposed (Note:  A two-thirds quorum of the Steering Committee did not participate in the vote, as required by the terms of the charter)

1/17/06
Revised final draft charter, incorporating minor changes requested by OMB, DOI, and DOE, distributed to Steering Committee in preparation for vote at 1/30/05 Steering Committee meeting.

Decision

Approve and implement the FGDC Steering Committee and Coordination Group Charters.



January 20, 2006


