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	Geospatial SmartBUY
For more information:  http://www.fgdc.gov/geospatial-lob


Aim to Buy Smart – and Save Money in the Geospatial World – that’s Geospatial SmartBuy

Under a broad initiative supported by the Department of the Interior, many Federal agencies will be able to improve their efficiency and save taxpayers money by consolidating their purchases of geospatial technology under the government-wide Geospatial Line of Business. In the works is a multi-vendor Blanket Purchase Agreement - potentially the largest in history - that will provide small, medium, and large government users a common portfolio of geospatial technology options.
The Geospatial Line of Business (LoB) is a government wide initiative sponsored by the Office of

Management and Budget (OMB) promoting effective geospatial investment and better performance across the Federal government for technology and information. The Geospatial LoB focuses on improving the effectiveness of government through the widespread use of geospatial information, which aims to improve the quality and timeliness of agency decision-making across a wide variety of programmatic contexts. 
Using a SmartBuy contract vehicle to consolidate purchase of geospatial technology will help reduce costs and greatly improve the government’s access to high quality commercial geospatial software, packaged data and related products.

Why is a new SmartBuy needed?

Federal agencies currently use many of the same commercial products to perform geospatial operations, such as producing maps and conducting geographic analysis. However, they use very different contractual vehicles in procuring geospatial software and services. This practice hinders agency savings and forces commercial vendors to invest disproportionately in coordinating dozens, if not hundreds, of separate accounts within an agency or department. As a consequence, many agencies do not have access to other services the commercial sector might provide, such as training and technical support.
The current SmartBuy offers only one vendor, gives only large user agencies worthwhile discounts, and only federal agencies may use it.
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The team of federal agencies is acting with the General Services Administration SmartBUY Team to implement the multi-vendor Blanket Purchase Agreement to provide a common set of avail able software and services in geospatial technology. Types of software within the scope of the BPA include computer aided design, web-based visualization, imagery analysis, geocoding, national and international road networks, and geospatial analytics and modeling, as well as packaged data.

Who is expected to use the Geospatial SmartBuy?
· Agencies participating in the GeoLOB
· Federal civilian & defense agencies

· State, tribal & local governments
Anticipated Geospatial SmartBuy Benefits:

· Cost savings and improved efficiency across government; 
· Enhanced alignment with the Federal Enterprise Architecture by enabling access by all agencies to a common set of services and software; 
· Increased access to value-added services such as training, integration services from OEM experts

· More effective partnerships across the vendor community through a single agreement promoting product and service interoperability; 
· Easier access to geospatial technology. 
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Geospatial SmartBuy – coming Spring, 2009 
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Geospatial LoB Manager: Lew Sanford Jr.
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703-648-4152
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