[image: image1.jpg]ey

- gdc

FederalGeographicDataCommit!





Federal Geographic Data Committee
Key Messages
· The Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) is an interagency committee that promotes the coordinated development, use, sharing, and dissemination of geospatial data on a national basis.  This nationwide data management effort is know as the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  These coordination activities are guided by the FGDC Steering Committee.  This committee is chaired by the Secretary of the Department of the Interior and vice chaired by the Deputy Director for Management at the Office on Management and Budget (or designees).
· Geospatial information is vitally important 

Geospatial information and technology have become ubiquitous and essential components of all aspects of the economy and of government operations. Consumers and customer agencies expect that all services – including government services – should be geospatially enabled and accessible electronically. 

· Geospatial information aids us in understanding supporting information and improves decision-making by telling us who, where and what is affected by virtually any issue (hurricane, wildfire, bridge collapse, mineral deposit, disease incidence, mortgage failure, etc.).

· Federal geospatial programs work through partnerships
FGDC agencies have extensive networks of partners working together to develop and maintain the national geospatial infrastructure, including Federal, State, local, and tribal governments, as well as private sector, academic, and non-profit organizations.  Agencies work through partnerships to ensure that the Nation has universally accessible and easy-to-use geospatial information.

· A strong foundation is in place; challenges and opportunities remain

FGDC agencies and partners have laid a strong geospatial foundation over many years of work – including development of base geospatial information, common standards, and partnership networks.  We are leading efforts to address challenges and opportunities to fully meet the Nation’s geospatial needs.

· Improving management practices – The Geospatial Line of Business

The Geospatial Line of Business is a government-wide initiative, sponsored by the Office of Management and Budget that focuses on improving government effectiveness by promoting the use of geospatial information in order to improve both the policy decisions and the internal business processes of Federal agencies. The initiative, which is coordinated by the FGDC, includes the following major components:

Geospatial SmartBuy Initiative 

Under a “SmartBuy” acquisition initiative led by the Department of the Interior and GSA, Federal agencies will be able to improve their efficiency and save taxpayers money by consolidating their purchases of geospatial technology. A multi-vendor Blanket Purchase Agreement, which is under development, will consolidate purchases, provide significant cost savings, and greatly improve the government’s access to high quality commercial geospatial software, packaged data, and related products.
A-16 Supplemental Guidance

Draft Supplemental Guidance to OMB Circular A-16 has been developed to clarify roles, responsibilities, and management processes to help agencies more systematically and effectively implement their geospatial management responsibilities.  The Guidance sets the framework for lifecycle-based portfolio management and establishes a reporting process to increase transparency in the development and maintenance of nationally significant geospatial datasets.  It also provides a standard lexicon of terms for use in this process.  It offers a decision process for adding, modifying, or deleting specific themes or datasets from the Circular based on alignment with long-term national strategies or goals, specific business requirements, benefits, and costs. Most importantly, it establishes a meaningful process for continuously improving nationally important geospatial data.
· FGDC provides leadership to meet our geospatial goals

The FGDC provides a focal point for meeting the Government’s internal, external, and international geospatial responsibilities. We are forging the linkages to foster accessible information and promote visual display of this core information both within the department and across government.
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