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	Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC)
For more information: http://www.fgdc.gov/


The Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) is an interagency committee that promotes the coordinated development, use, sharing, and dissemination of geospatial data on a national basis. This nationwide data management effort is known as the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI). These coordination activities are facilitated by the FGDC Secretariat, hosted within the U.S. Geological Survey.
Purpose:  The FGDC provides leadership and facilitates coordination between agencies, governments, academia, industry and professional organizations in developing geographic information and technology critical to managing the nation.
Authority: The Office of Management & Budget (OMB) established the FGDC in 1990, and re-chartered the committee in its August 2002 revision of Circular A-16, “Coordination of Geographic Information and Related Spatial Data Activities.”  Executive Order 12906 assigns NSDI implementation responsibility to the FGDC.

· FGDC Chair: Secretary of the Department of the Interior

· FGDC Vice-Chair: Deputy Director for Management, OMB
· FGDC members include the Executive Office of the President, Cabinet level and independent Federal agencies
· Numerous stakeholder organizations participate in FGDC activities representing the interests of state and local government, industry, and professional organizations.

Value Proposition:  

· Foster cross agency and government-wide collaboration including Federal, State, local, and Tribal government, professional organizations and industry partners

· Promote information sharing and use of standards related to geospatial information

· Promote collaboration in developing and sustaining the NSDI
· Identify and coordinate efforts, to reduce redundacies, increase data access/use, and best leverage resources to manage and utilize geospatial information investments.
Governance: 

· The Steering Committee sets high-level strategic direction for the FGDC and is led by a subset of Executive Committee members
· The FGDC Coordination Group advises on the day-to day business of the FGDC 

· Agency-led Subcommittees and Working Groups address specific geospatial issues
· Non-Federal constituents provide advice through the National Geospatial Advisory Committee.
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Key FGDC programs:
· Geospatial Line of Business
· Imagery for the Nation (IFTN)
· Cooperative Agreements Program

NSDI Components:

· Clearinghouse Network: a community of distributed data providers who publish searchable collections of metadata describing their geospatial data resources through the Geospatial One-Stop data portal and clearinghouse.
· Metadata: data about data used to determine fitness-for-use and leverage data investment.
· Framework: geospatial data themes of national significance.
· Standards: NSDI is built on the universal use of geospatial data standards and protocols.
FGDC Staff Director: Ivan DeLoatch
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Acting FGDC Chair: Karen Siderelis
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