To: Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Steering Committee Voting Members and Their Alternates

Re: Ballot for two votes: Approval of the FGDC Steering Committee Charter, and Approval of the FGDC Coordination Group Charter

Please respond by December 16, 2005. Non-response will be considered a vote of approval.  Fax ballot to FGDC Charters Ballot at 703.648.5755

Attached is the electronic ballot for adoption of the FGDC Steering Committee Charter and the FGDC Coordination Group Charter. These charters were developed as a result of recommendations included in the “Future Directions” governance study completed in June 2005.  As you know, the FGDC Steering Committee is establishing a senior-level team to further refine the governance recommendations included in the Future Directions report.  As we have discussed at Steering Committee and Coordination Group meetings, we recognize that these charters may need to be modified or replaced based upon the recommendations of the new governance team.  

The two charters voted on are:

(1) Proposed FGDC Steering Committee Charter -This Charter establishes the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Steering Committee as the policy-level interagency group responsible for overseeing Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-16 related activities and implementation of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  The Steering Committee’s central focus is to provide the executive leadership for the coordination of federal geospatial activities between, among, and within agencies by establishing policy and providing guidance and direction to the member agencies.  The FGDC shall also seek to involve state, local and tribal governments, academia, the private sector, professional societies, and others to aid in the development and implementation of the NSDI.  Coordination of geospatial investments and activities is essential in order to eliminate duplication of effort and data, avoid redundant expenditures, reduce resources spent on unfunded mandates, leverage geospatial investments, accelerate the development of electronic government to meet the needs and expectations of citizens and agency programmatic mandates, and improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public management.

See attachment for the complete Steering Committee Charter draft of November 21, 2005.

(2) Proposed FGDC Coordination Group Charter - This Charter establishes the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Coordination Group as the operational interagency group responsible for facilitating OMB Circular A-16 related activities and implementation of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  The central focus of the Coordination Group is to carry out working level responsibilities under OMB Circular A-16 that are guided by the FGDC Steering Committee policies and decisions.  The Coordination Group facilitates the coordination of federal geospatial activities between, among, and within agencies to eliminate duplication of effort and data, avoid redundant expenditures, reduce resources spent on unfunded mandates, and leverage geospatial investments. Through its outreach efforts, the FGDC shall also seek to involve state, local and tribal governments, academia, the private sector, professional societies, and others to aid in the development and implementation of the NSDI.  In addition, the Coordination Group facilitates the use of geospatial data in the development of electronic government to meet the needs and expectations of citizens and agency programmatic mandates, and to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public resources management.

See attachment for the complete Coordination Committee Charter draft of November 21, 2005.

FGDC Steering Committee Voting Members

November 28, 2005

Steering Committee charter provides for one vote on each ballot question by the representative of each listed Federal organization 














PRIMARY

ALTERNATE

Office of Management and Budget


Karen Evans

Jason Freihage

Department of Agriculture



Chris Niedermayer

Department of Commerce



Margaret Davidson

Department of Defense



Donald Basham
H. Gregory Smith

Department of Energy




Rosita Parks

Guy Caruso

Department of Health and Human Services

Charles M. Croner

Department of Homeland Security


Daniel Cotter

Department of Housing and Urban Development
Jon Sperling

Department of Interior



Tom Weimer

Mark Limbaugh

Department of Justice




Ronald Wilson

Department of State




VACANT

David Smith

Department of Transportation



Mary Hutzler

Environmental Protection Agency


Brenda Smith

General Services Administration


Stan Kaczmarczyk

Library of Congress




John Hebert

National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Ronald Birk

National Archives and Records Administration
Kenneth Thibodeau

National Science Foundation



Margaret Leinen

Tennessee Valley Authority



Alan Voss

Please contact David Painter (dpainter@fgdc.gov or 703.648.5513) if this list requires modification.
Federal Geographic Data Committee

Ballot

Please respond by December 16, 2005. Non-response will be considered a vote of approval.

Fax ballot to FGDC Charters Ballot at 703.648.5755

(1) Do you approve the proposed FGDC Steering Committee Charter?

__________  Approve

__________   Disapprove (If not approve please attach rationale)

_________________________________________

Steering Committee Voting Member

_________________________________________

Organization

__________________________________________

Date

(2) Do you approve the proposed FGDC Coordination Group Charter?

__________  Approve

__________   Disapprove (If disapproved please attach rationale)

_________________________________________

Steering Committee Voting Member

_________________________________________

Organization

__________________________________________

Date

