FEDERAL GEOGRAPHIC DATA COMMITTEE

SUSTAINABLE RESOURCES DATA WORKING GROUP

DRAFT Working Group Charter (11/13/0)

I. Purpose

The Sustainable Resources Data Working Group will further the goal of sustainable resources by fostering the standardization and implementation of criteria and indicators (C&I) of sustainability. Effective implementation of the C&I ultimately depends upon having common definitions, geographic breadth of coverage, and the assessment of applicable variables for each indicator and upon resolving other C&I‑related data issues. The Working Group seeks to coordinate activities of programs that are collecting, monitoring, analyzing, reporting, and/or making available data and other information to reduce duplication and increase data interoperability and availability. These efforts support the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI). The Working Group is responsible for developing annual work plans to implement the Federal MOU on Sustainable Forest Management Data (01‑SU‑1 1130144‑010).

II. Scope

The scope of the Working Group shall be the criteria and indicators of sustainable resources, including (1) developing standards and protocols for the collecting, monitoring, analyzing, reporting, and/or making available data and other information and (2) developing annual work plans to coordinate these activities. The initial focus will be on the Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators for the Conservation and Management of Temperate and Boreal Forests (C&I). The focus may be expanded to other criteria and indicators by amending this charter.

III. Lead Agency

The USDA‑Forest Service has the lead for forest issues and has pertinent statutory authorities related to research, public and private land management, and international forestry. The Working Group will be initially co‑chaired by the US Geological Survey and the USDA Forest Service. Subsequently, the Working Group will select the chair or co‑chairs.

IV. Membership

The Working Group shall consist of representatives designated by the Federal agencies having data responsibilities or interests pertinent to the sustainable forest management, including those that have signed the MOU on Sustainable Forest Management Data. Each member agency of the Working Group shall designate its representatives, a lead representative, and changes thereto, to the Working Group chair or Co chairs. Representatives of other FGDC working groups and subcommittees will be welcomed as ex-officio members, as appropriate.

V. Responsibility

A.
Implement the MOU on Sustainable Forest Management Data to provide:

•
A common interagency forum for Federal coordination to resolve issues integral to collecting, monitoring, analyzing, reporting, and making data available on an ongoing basis related to the C&I.

•
A process for helping the Federal agencies develop a national report by 2003 for the Montreal Process on the state of the Nation's forests and progress towards sustainable forest management in the United States (U.S.).

B.
Integrate data derived through the C&I with other related and overlapping natural

resource activities (e.g., range management, and minerals and energy) and

existing coordination efforts (e.g., Federal Interagency Working Group on

Sustainable Development Indicators and Intergovernmental Panel on Forests), as

appropriate to agency missions and consistent with their statutory responsibilities.

C.
The Working Group will develop an annual work plan to identify the tasks and

information needed to implement the MOU. The annual work plan will delineate

the role and responsibility of each participating agency, as defined by each

participating agency. Initially, the participating agencies will focus on collecting

and assimilating existing data and on improving data quality and availability, in

part, by addressing short‑ and long‑term data issues. To the extent practicable the

work plans should take into account coordination with and data collected by non​

Federal and non‑government organizations pertinent to the C&I. The first work

plan will be completed by January 1, 2001, then updated annually. Subsequent

work plans will be completed no later than September 30 each year. They should

be developed in time to affect and be part of the agencies' normal program

planning processes. The final work plan will be shared with all interested parties

(for example, National Council on Private Forests and Roundtable on Sustainable

Forests).

D.
In preparing the annual work plan, the participating agencies also will include a

multi‑agency budget display covering current year activities contained in the

annual work plan (including support). In addition, the agencies will work

together to address future data issues in out-year budgets through normal program

planning and budgeting processes of the individual agencies.

E.
After the 2003 National Report is officially released, the Working Group will

review the process underlying the development of the Report and recommend

changes in the process beyond 2003.

F.
Facilitate the development and adoption of FGDC‑approved standards and

protocols for indicators of sustainable resources.
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VI. Procedures

Working Group meetings shall be held at the call of the Working Group Chair or Co chairs. Normally, notification of meetings and an agenda will be distributed to Working Group members and to the FGDC Executive Secretary at least 10 Federal working days in advance of the meeting.

All decisions shall be on the basis of consensus agreement of member agencies. Where consensus is not reached, the issue will be promptly referred to the FGDC Executive Secretary to be scheduled for resolution.

The Working Group Chair or Co chairs shall consult with the Chairperson of the Coordination Group to determine the need for further coordination prior to implementing Working Group decisions that impact the FGDC or its other subcommittees or working groups.

The Working Group may establish additional rules and procedures for conducting business.

VII. Subgroups

The Working Group may create task groups or further subdivisions as appropriate to carry out its activities and meet its responsibilities. Participants in these subgroups will be drawn from member agencies of the Working Group. The establishment of subgroups of more than 12 months duration that are in addition to any specified in this charter and the abolishment of any such subgroups requires the approval of the FGDC Coordination Group.

VIII. Coordinating Mechanisms

To facilitate coordination with our non‑federal partners, close coordination will be maintained with the Roundtable on Sustainable Forests and its Technical Work Group.

The Working Group will employ those tools that are best suited to meeting its responsibilities, such as Working Group meetings, national stakeholder forums and workshops, stakeholder surveys and analyses, research initiatives, and cooperative ventures. The Working Group Chair or Co chairs will coordinate the Working Group's activities with other FGDC subcommittees, working groups, and other components by participating in the FGDC Coordination Group and by direct coordination and cooperation with these other FGDC groups on issues of mutual interest.

IX. Reports

The Working Group shall report to the FGDC annually, by December 3 1. This annual status report shall be submitted to the Executive Secretary and shall contain: 0 accomplishments of the past calendar year,
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•
an annual work plan for activities planned for the upcoming year,

•
photographs, diagrams, and other materials that may be of value for inclusion in FGDC reports, and

•
a brief discussion of problems and other matters of interest.

The Working Group shall submit the annual work plan for the upcoming year for FGDC review and concurrence. Special reports and technical papers also may be requested by the FGDC during the reporting periods describing special projects, coordination with other subcommittees, and the development of status graphics or catalogs and informational or educational brochures on the use and availability of information.

The Working Group Chair or Co chairs shall provide a draft report of Working Group meetings, including working group recommendations and action items, to all working group members for review prior to approval. Following this review, the Working Group Chair or Co chairs shall provide a report of Working Group meetings, including working group recommendations and action items, to all Working Group members, the FGDC Executive Secretary, and the Standards Working Group Chairperson.

XI. Termination

The Working Group shall remain in existence until terminated by the FGDC Coordination Group.
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