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International Program
International Agreement Signed

During 2006 a three-way agreement was signed among the Joint Research Board

representing INSPIRE (the equivalent of FGDC for the European Union), 

GeoConnections (the equivalent of  FGDC in Canada), and the FGDC. All three 

organizations actively engaged in building National Spatial Data  Infrastructures 

(NSDI) for their respective areas of influence.  This agreement will potentially improve 

the opportunities to share valuable information on how each is addressing current 

concerns like portal philosophies, enterprise architecture, Global Earth Observations 

activities as well as develop cross-border projects similar to the one the FGDC and 

GeoConnections practices in connection with the CAP Grant Program.   All three 

organizations plan to collaborate on ways to share data and joint research opportunities.

Premio “Carlos A. Carvallo Yanez” Award Given

Douglas Nebert received the Premio “Carlos A. Carvallo Yanez” Award from the Pan American Institute for Geography and History (PAIGH) as the editor and chief of the GSDI Cookbook.  Version 2 was published in January of 2004 and draws on authors from around the world.  It is the highly regarded reference manual on how to build a National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  Chapters treat each of the components of an NSDI (data, metadata, framework, standards, clearinghouses, etc) in a progressive manner.  Each chapter starts with an explanation of the component suitable for a high level official followed by more detailed explanations oriented to organizational managers. The last part of each chapter is devoted to hands-on people such as how to create metadata.

Group on Earth Observations (GEO) Moves into Implementation Stages 

The Group on Earth Observations, GEO, includes 66 member countries, the European Commission, and 43 participating organizations working together to establish a Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS). This includes remotely-sensed and in-situ observation networks and sensors for use in a variety of applications. GEOSS will build on and add value to existing Earth-observation systems by coordinating their efforts, addressing critical gaps, supporting their interoperability, sharing information, reaching a common understanding of user requirements, and improving delivery of information to users.

The United States, as a member country of GEO, participates actively in the formal activities through federal agency participation in a USGEO group and through direct membership in the work Tasks. From the FGDC Staff, Ivan DeLoatch serves as an Architecture and Data Committee Co-Chair; Douglas Nebert is Point of Contact on several architecture and data-related Tasks that promote interoperability, standards, and 

recognition of Spatial Data Infrastructure principles. One goal is to encourage compatibility and accessibility of NSDI resources in the GEOSS, and vice-versa.

Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Meeting Organized:

Working closely with the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure (GSDI) Association, the Ninth GSDI meeting is in the final planning stages.  Scheduled for early November 2006 in Santiago, Chile the meeting will have over 200 proposed papers, 53 technical sessions, 8 workshops, 6 technical committee meetings; 8 regional and technical roundtables, 2 plenary sessions; about 50 posters, and related business meetings.  In addition the GSDI-9 has arranged with 6 other sister organizations to conduct related technical and business meetings in conjunction with the conference in Santiago.  They are; 

· United Nations Geographic Information Working Group (UNGIWG)

· International Steering Committee for Global Map (ISCGM), 

· Pan American Institute for Geography and History (PAIGH)

· Regional and National Spatial Data Infrastructures in the Americas (PCIDEA)
· FRAME (an AID sponsored environmental project)

· Earth Science Congress for Latin America   

The First GSDI meeting was conducted in North Rhine Westfalia, Germany for 25 invited experts globally in 1994 and John Moeller, the Staff Director for FGDC participated.  Since then 8 other meetings have been conducted around the globe with increased interest until 2005 in Cairo with over 900 people representing 80 nations all concerned about building and maintaining SDIs.

Regional Newsletters 

The FGDC Secretariat has supported the building and management of monthly electronic SDI newsletters focused in Asia-Pacific, Americas, and Africa.  In fact the Secretariat has a relationship with the Ministry of Construction and Transportation in Korea who supplies Mr. HAN, Changsup to the FGDC to compile and publish the Asia Pacific version monthly.  These newsletters focus on GI and SDI activities within the region, outcomes of these activities

