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FGDC FY 2006 Annual Report Agency Survey

1. Name of Agency or Bureau:  USDA Forest Service

2. Name of Contact for Report:  Betsy Kanalley, Assistant Program Manager for Geospatial Services 

Email: bkanalley@fs.fed.us 

Phone: 703-605-4575

3. Steering Committee Member:  E. Vaughn Stokes, Chief Information Officer

Email:  vstokes@fs.fed.us



Phone: 703-605-4535

4. Coordination Group Participant(s): Betsy Kanalley             Ralph Crawford



Email:                           bkanalley@fs.fed.us          rcrawford01@fs.fed.us 



Phone:                          703-605-4575                    703/605-5253

5. Subcommittee or Working Group Participation:

              FGDC  Subcommittees






         
 Vegetation (Lead)         Ralph Crawford (Chair)
rcrawford01@fs.fed.us

703-605-5253

             Doug Powell

dougpowell@fs.fed.us  

202-205-1724

             David Tart  

dtart@fs.fed.us


801-625-5817


Spatial Water                 Brian Sanborn

bsanborn@fs.fed.us

541-750-7151


Transportation               Misty Alvarez

mcalvarez@fs.fed.us  

703-605-4609


Working Groups            

             Clearinghouse
             David George

dgeorge01@fs.fed.us 

801-975-3485



Sustainable 

             Forest Data (Co-Lead)   Rich Guldin

rguldin@fs.fed.us

703-605-4177


            Homeland Security         Susan DeLost

sdelost@fs.fed.us

703-605-4578

             Imagery Related            Bill Belton

wbelton@fs.fed.us 

703-605-4599

             Coordination Activities



(Imagery for the Nation Task Force)

Success Story

6.
Emergency Response and Preparedness Success


Challenge I

· Challenge – The Forest Service needed to improve its ability to provide tactical geospatial wildland fire products for the 2006 fire season.

· Action – Enhancements were made to the Phoenix airborne thermal infrared fire detection system.  It now provides digital geo-corrected imagery to emergency fire personnel.

· Result – This significant enhancement over the previous analog products has resulted in significant savings in time for the production of fire perimeter, active fire front, and hot spot mapping.  See http://nirops.fs.fed.us/ for more information.

Challenge II

· Challenge – The Forest Service is required to rapidly assess immediate post-fire conditions and begin rehabilitation efforts as part of the Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation (BAER) program.

· Action – A system for producing rapid initial assessments of post-fire conditions from satellite imagery was developed, made operational and has expanded its support to BAER teams across the nation and with interagency cooperation.

· Result – In 2006, a total of 114 fires and nearly 2.5 million acres were mapped to support the assessment needs of BAER teams.  This support produced more accurate and precise initial severity assessments and resulted in reduced assessment costs and reduced risk to personnel safety.  

Agency NSDI Contribution Section

6. Does your Agency have a 2006 contribution to building the NSDI?  If so, please send a brief description of the accomplishment using “Success Story” format:

A.   Timely and Effective Fire Management Information 

· Challenge – Fire managers in the Forest Service and other federal land management agencies benefit from the availability of geospatial products that provide a current, synoptic view of the wildfire situation across regions and multi-state areas.  To increase the efficacy of this information for fire management, these data and products must be timely, provide comprehensive geographic coverage, easy to use and easy to access.

· Action – The Forest Service has enhanced its MODIS Active Fire Mapping Program to integrate near real-time data from MODIS direct readout ground stations at strategic locations throughout the United States. Satellite-based fire detection data from these stations are continually relayed to the Forest Service immediately after acquisition, minimizing the latency in the availability of the program’s derived suite of geospatial products and datasets.  
· Result – Timely fire detection data, imagery and mapping products are available to all users via the Forest Service MODIS Active Fire Mapping program website and also simultaneously shared with multiple geospatial data portals (i.e. Geospatial One Stop, Geography Network, etc.). This approach facilitates access to comprehensive and current fire data for the United States by all levels of government, academia and the general public to support a wide variety of fire management applications, and mapping, analysis and information needs.  
           B.     Metadata Mining Tool
· Challenge – design procedures that will work in concert with existing and planned business practices to make development of metadata files more effective and efficient.

· Action – develop a tool that works within ArcGIS software to populate certain components of standard metadata in an automated fashion.

· Result – completed version 1 of the Metadata Mining Tool.  The tool is undergoing pilot testing in the Forest Service’s Alaska region.  

Metadata Section: 

8. Does your agency have a metadata policy? 

· Yes              

· No 

9.
Who serves as your metadata point of contact?


Name:  Andy Peavy, GIS Analyst, National Forest Systems

          Ecosystem Management Coordination Staff

                          Email:  apeavy@fs.fed.us


Phone: 970-295-5734

10.
Do you have metadata resources:   
 
      Metadata creators        
· Yes   
· no, if no go to  13 

Metadata trainers        

· yes   

· no, if no go to  13

11.
Are your metadata resources: (check all that apply) 
             Metadata Creators: 

· available to their employing program only  
· available agency-wide                                yes
· available to data partners                          yes
12.
Metadata Trainers:                         

· available to their employing program only
· available agency-wide                               yes
· available to data partners                               

· available to FGDC                 
13.
Do you track agency-wide metadata expenses?

· Yes

· Somewhat   

· No 

14.
When project planning:

Do you publish planned project metadata to GOS-Market Place?

· Yes

· No 


Do you budget for metadata as part of the project? 


   Contracted projects

· Yes

· No

Internal projects

· Yes

· No

     
When contracting for data and metadata is a deliverable, do you provide guidance on content and format?      

· Yes

· No 

When planning for data updates, is planning for metadata updates included?

· Yes

· No    
15.
Does/has your agency:

Utilize a communication method to provide metadata guidance and support. Check those that apply: 

· No

· Website  (Metadata Guide/Internet site:  http://www.fs.fed.us/gac/metadata/)

· Wiki

· Community of Practice/Interest   (FS Geodata Portal – Intranet site:  http://fsweb.geoportal.fs.fed.us/ )

· Conference calls- may be a part of other regularly scheduled calls. 
Provide metadata creation assistance/consultation/or training to larger agency and/or data partners 

·  Yes

·   No

 
Include metadata in position descriptions where the employee’s major activity is geospatial data or geospatial data management. 

· Yes – some position descriptions include metadata management as part of duties.

· No

Established/identified an agency/program metadata POC 
· No

· Yes

If Yes check those that apply: 
· Route training requests to appropriate agency training resource(s).      Yes
· Provide agency metadata consult: agency metadata working group.     Yes
· Represent at FGDC Metadata Working Group- Policy subgroup No Currently Vacant

· Encourages agency metadata training resources to participate in FGDC Metadata Working Group – Training and Education Subgroup.  Yes
· Reports agency metadata implementation activities to agency GIO, CIO and Metadata Coordinator  Yes 
Standards Section

16.
Please check appropriate box.  Is your Agency using the following Standard:
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	

	x
	
	
	Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata (version 2.0), FGDC-STD-001-1998 

	x
	
	
	Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata, Part 1: Biological Data Profile, FGDC-STD-001.1-1999 

	x
	
	
	Metadata Profile for Shoreline Data, FGDC-STD-001.2-2001

	x
	
	
	Spatial Data Transfer Standard (SDTS), FGDC-STD-002 

	x
	
	
	Spatial Data Transfer Standard (SDTS), Part 5: Raster Profile and Extensions, FGDC-STD-002.5 

	x
	
	
	Spatial Data Transfer Standard (SDTS), Part 6: Point Profile,               FGDC-STD-002.6

	
	
	
	SDTS Part 7: Computer-Aided Design and Drafting (CADD) Profile, FGDC-STD-002.7-2000 

	x
	
	
	Cadastral Data Content Standard, FGDC-STD-003 

	x
	
	
	Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United States, FGDC-STD-004

	Existing Standard is Invalid -- Being Revised
	
	
	Vegetation Classification Standard, FGDC-STD-005 

	x
	
	
	Soil Geographic Data Standard, FGDC-STD-006 

	x
	
	
	Geospatial Positioning Accuracy Standard, Part 1, Reporting Methodology, FGDC-STD-007.1-1998 

	x
	
	
	Geospatial Positioning Accuracy Standard, Part 2, Geodetic Control Networks, FGDC-STD-007.2-1998

	x
	
	
	Geospatial Positioning Accuracy Standard, Part 3, National Standard for Spatial Data Accuracy, FGDC-STD-007.3-1998

	x
	
	
	Geospatial Positioning Accuracy Standard, Part 4: Architecture, Engineering Construction and Facilities Management, FGDC-STD-007.4-2002 

	x
	
	
	Content Standard for Digital Orthoimagery, FGDC-STD-008-1999

	x
	
	
	Content Standard for Remote Sensing Swath Data, FGDC-STD-009-1999

	
	x
	
	Utilities Data Content Standard, FGDC-STD-010-2000 

	x
	
	
	U.S. National Grid, FGDC-STD-011-2001

	x
	
	
	Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata: Extensions for Remote Sensing Metadata, FGDC-STD-012-2002 

	
	x
	
	Geospatial Positioning Accuracy Standards, Part 5: Standards for Nautical Charting Hydrographic Surveys, FGDC-STD-007.5:2005


17.
Please check Yes/No


	Yes
	No
	

	x
	
	Does your agency participate in intra-agency standards activities?

	x
	
	Does your agency participate in interagency standards activities not necessarily under the FGDC umbrella?

	x
	
	Does your agency participate in FGDC standards activities?

	x
	
	Does your agency participate in NSDI-related voluntary consensus standards activities, as defined by OMB Circular A-119?

	x
	
	Does your agency track resources ($ or FTE) devoted to standards?


18.
Who serves as your standards point of contact?

Name:  Betsy Kanalley                      Ralph Crawford

Email:   bkanalley@fs.fed.us             rcrawford@fs.fed.us 

Phone:  703-605-4575                       703-605-5253               

19.
Does your Agency plan to submit a proposal for FGDC standards project, advance a draft standard for public review or advance a draft standard to endorsement through the FGDC standards process in the coming FY? If so, which standards?   Yes, Vegetation Classification
Training Section

20.
Who serves as your NSDI training point of contact?

Name:  Robin Carroll

Email:   rcarroll01@fs.fed.us

Phone:  801-975-3475

21. 
Did your organization host any NSDI related course in FY06?    If so, how many courses were conducted and how many participants from each course?  No, a metadata training classes was planned, but a competitive sourcing study forced us to cancel the training. New on-line training is currently being developed and will be offered in late FY07/FY08.  The course will initially be developed to meet FS specific requirements but will be expanded and made available for other agencies upon initial internal implementation.
22.
Of the participants, are they internal only, or offered externally to Federal, State, Local or Tribal governments?  Other organizations?  All FS Geospatial Training is available to our partners where applicable.
23.
Do you have a budget for NSDI related training for FY07 and FY08?

· Yes  On-line metadata training

· no
24.
How many courses are planned per year in NSDI related courses either at your training center or at another facility?  There are about 6 to 10 training sessions per year which have some component of NSDI training.
International Section

25.
 What international collaborative efforts have taken place with NSDIs of other nations?

Participation in the Untied Nation Group of Experts on Geographic Names

Participation in United Nations Advisory Committee for Division of Early Warning and Assessment (DEWA)
26.
What international collaborative efforts are you planning with organizations of other nations?  List organizations involved, a brief summary of activities, and point(s) of contact.
1)  a. International Forestry  -- collaborative efforts to promote use of remote sensing data in developing countries for natural resource management

     b.UN  Division of Early Warning and Assessment (DEWA) – Cooperative activities related to use of geospatial data in early warning systems management for natural disasters.

Point of Contact:

Charles Dull

Assistant Director of Engineering for Geospatial Applications

703-605-4595

cdull@fs.fed.us
2) UN Group Of Experts on Geographic Names – International Organization involved with standardization of geographic names.  The Forest Service is primarily involved in representing the United States on the Native and Aboriginal Names Working Group which is developing systems and standards for native names.

Point of Contact:

Betsy Kanalley

Assistant Program Manager for Geospatial Services

703-605-4575

bkanalley@fs.fed.us
October 2, 2006
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