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FGDC Goals for 2007

1 - Implement the Geospatial Line of Business

The Geospatial Line of Business (LoB) prepared and presented recommendations to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for approval.  The release of the President’s FY 2008 Budget will officially launch the Geospatial LoB initiative for OMB, the Department of the Interior (DOI), and FGDC partner agencies. 

A high priority recommendation for the Geospatial LoB includes establishing a Geospatial Program Management Office (GPMO).  The GPMO will provide support to the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Secretariat in support of the LoB and will be guided by the decisions of the FGDC Steering Committee.  It will be responsible for task management, including activity development, contract management, and deliverables management as well as the communications for the Line of Business.  

The Senior Agency Officials for Geospatial Information (SAOGIs) for major agencies, who will serve as representatives on the FGDC Steering Committee, will provide policy direction for the LoB.  The FGDC Coordination Group, a working-level group of agency geospatial professionals, will also provide program and management oversight for the LoB.  

2 - Establish the National Geospatial Advisory Committee 

The FGDC is pursuing establishment of a new advisory body, the National Geospatial Advisory Committee, in 2007.  The committee is being created to provide advice and recommendations to the federal government related to management of national geospatial programs, the development of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI), and the implementation of Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-16.  The committee will review and comment upon geospatial policy and management issues and provide a forum to convey views representative of non-federal stakeholders in the geospatial community.  The committee is being formed by the Department of the Interior on behalf of FGDC partner agencies under the authority of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA).

The effort to establish the committee was initiated as a result of the 2005 NSDI “Future Directions” governance report.  That report, developed by an intergovernmental team, recommended establishment of a new national geospatial coordination body comprised of representatives of federal, state, local and tribal governments, as well as representatives from the private and non-profit sectors.  In addition, the President’s Geospatial Line of Business initiative, which was established in 2006 to develop better management practices for federal geospatial programs, concurred with the recommendation to enhance the NSDI governance process.

Following the issuance of the Future Directions report, the FGDC Steering Committee held a series of discussions on governance that culminated in an advisory vote at the October 2006 Steering Committee meeting to establish a FACA committee.  FGDC staff has been working with the FGDC Coordination Group, the DOI Office of the Solicitor, and the DOI Office of the Secretary to develop the required documentation to establish the committee. A call for nominations for committee membership is schedule to be issued in 2nd quarter 2007, and the committee is scheduled to be in operation before the end of FY 2007. 

3 - Expand the Fifty States Initiative 

A minimum of 10 new NSDI Cooperative Agreements Program (CAP) grants will be issued in 2007.  Further federal partnerships are being sought to support this initiative. By the end of FY07, it is anticipated that a minimum of 28 states will have received funding awards to conduct strategic and business planning activities.  

The first 11 states to receive funding (FY 2006 CAP grants) will be completing their planning activities. To gauge successes and identify improvements to the initiative, FGDC and the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) will conduct an analysis of this first group of states and report findings.

New public relations materials will be developed as a resource for the states that focus on improving the communication of these plans.  A more robust Return-On-Investment (ROI) component of the business case will also be developed.  Training on the new public relations materials and the ROI module, as well as the existing strategic and business plan templates, will be offered at the NSGIC mid-year meeting in March. In addition, information sessions will be offered at the Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA) annual meeting and the NSGIC annual meeting.

4 - Expand International Collaboration and Leadership 

In keeping with the OMB Circular A-16 directives the FGDC will continue programmatic involvement and support for the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure (GSDI) by contributing resources to the GSDI Small Grants Program and regional electronic newsletters, serving as board members, and providing support for developing comprehensive Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) technical programs for the GSDI meetings and workshops.

Through the financial and human contributions to the GSDI Small Grants Program, the FGDC will continue to support the building of clearinghouses, the creation of metadata, compliance with ISO Standards, the conduct of training and workshops, and assistance with overcoming SDI policy barriers in many nations with economies in transition.  FGDC anticipates providing financial contributions for another 12 grants and leveraging another 4-10 grants from other international partners. 

In FY 2007, FGDC is participating in the conduct of the GSDI-9 meeting in Santiago, Chile, and will continue to support planning for follow-on forums in 2008 and 2009.  Sites will be selected, business and program agreements will be assigned and committees will be established to conduct the necessary development activities. 

The FGDC will continue to expand its efforts with international and domestic counterparts by establishing and/or contributing components or complete technical programs, meetings and/or sessions at SDI forums internationally. 

The Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and its System of Systems (GEOSS) embarked on an implementation phase for the 2007-2009 work plan, to be approved by the Executive Committee in early 2007. The FGDC Secretariat and a number of U.S. federal agencies are contributing to several of the committees through a United States GEO (USGEO) coordination effort.  FGDC staff will continue to support co-chairmanship of the GEO Architecture and Data Committee. FGDC staff and member agency representatives will participate in a official GEO task that will lead to a coordinated capacity for registering, evaluating, and accessing disparate earth observation systems under the GEOSS banner.

The FGDC, along with its counterpart organizations in Canada (GeoConnections) and the European Union (INSPIRE), will collaborate on an interagency project of common geographic and topical interest that will exercise a number of interoperability standards in support of common research goals.  Each party will contribute requirements and support solutions that will result in systems that interact across international borders. This activity is envisioned to support other international activities, including the International Polar Year and GEO/GEOSS. 

5 - Increase the Value of the Geospatial One-Stop Portal

Increase Local Government Capacity
Since OMB Circular A-16 recognizes the importance of high-accuracy geospatial datasets that are being created by towns, cities, counties and regional programs throughout the country, FGDC is increasing its outreach in 2007 to local governments to support development of the NSDI through the Geospatial One-Stop (GOS) program.   A focal point of this effort is to reestablish closer working relationships with organizations such as the National Association of Counties (www.naco.org), National Association of Regional Councils (www.narc.org), the National League of Cities (www.nlc.com), and professional associations, including Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (www.urisa.org)  and Geospatial Information and Technology Association (www.gita.org).  Over the next several months increased participation with GIS software user groups is also planned.

Recent modifications to the GOS user interface are expected to make online metadata registration quicker and easier for local government data generators and Web mapping service providers.  Though metadata registration of individual datasets is still strongly encouraged, FGDC staff is making increased efforts for local governments to publish metadata records for  mapping services that are built on Open Geospatial Consortium’s Web Map Service (WMS) standards.

Increased coordination and communication with online GIS publications and GIS software magazines will contribute to the outreach efforts.  Local government outreach has set a goal of registering 30-40 local government Web mapping services to the GOS portal each quarter in 2007.
Enhance the Portal

In the continuing effort to make geospatial data easier to find and use to support decision making across government, several enhancements to the Geospatial One-Stop portal www.geodata.gov, are planned for FY 2007.  These enhancements will be implemented in three development cycles or releases, and will improve the quality of publishing, improve geographic search for metadata, update the map viewer and provide additional capabilities.

The first enhancement release planned for early CY 2007 focuses primarily on improving the feedback to partner data publishers and improvements to the 2D Viewer. The second enhancement release, scheduled for mid-year, will improve the user interface and options for the ‘Advanced Search’ as well as make improvements for the ‘Partnership Marketplace’. The third enhancement release, scheduled for the end of FY 2007, will add 3D viewer capabilities and additional user interface enhancements to the Search, Marketplace, and Statistics pages. 

Further specifics on the enhancements and priorities will continue to be refined by the interagency design team throughout the process.

6 - Advance Development and Acceptance of Standards

Framework Data Standard

INCITS Technical Committee L1, Geographic Information Systems, voted to approve the draft revised Framework Data Standard and adjudication of comments received with the previous INCITS L1 ballot that closed April 7, 2006.  The draft standard and supporting documentation will be submitted to the INCITS Secretariat for further processing, which includes a 45-day public review sponsored by ANSI, to become approved as an American National Standard (ANS) later in 2007.

The American National Standard Institute (ANSI) has accredited the procedures of the International Committee for Information Technology Standards (INCITS) to develop voluntary consensus standards for Information and Communications Technologies (ICT).   The U.S. participates in ANSI and ISO standardization activities for geographic information through INCITS Technical Committee L1.
FGDC Standards

The following drafts are expected to be submitted for FGDC public review in 2007: 

· Street Address Standard

· Shoreline Data Content Standard

· Revised National Vegetation Classification Standard

· Wetlands Mapping Standard

· Trails Data Standard

Online Training for Standards

Framework implementation activities continue with the Wyoming Geographic Science Information Center developing Framework training modules in 2007.  The Framework Base Standard module was developed in 2006 and has been posted to USGS Central Region’s Office of Employee Development Technology Enabled Learning Project. 

In addition, a survey of framework implementation will be conducted in academic institutions to provide content for a whitepaper on framework implementation.  In early 2007 the Framework Hydrographic Data Standard module will be completed and posted to an FGDC-sponsored site.  

For fiscal year 2007 the Governmental Boundaries, Transportation: Roads, and Geodetic Control modules have been proposed for training module development and conversion.  

ISO 19115 Geospatial Information: Metadata - North American Profile (NAP) 

The draft North American Profile was scheduled for release to INCITS L1 on January 31, 2007 for comment and ballot.  Adjudication of comments and editing will be completed by mid-April.  After the draft NAP passes the INCITS L1 ballot, the draft document will be submitted to the INCITS Secretariat for further processing, which includes a 45-day public review sponsored by ANSI, to become approved as an ANS.

An ISO metadata tool review by volunteers from the FGDC Metadata Working Group will be finalized during the spring of 2007.  The review investigates known non-GIS vendor tools, and reports on capabilities.  The team will not make tool recommendations.  Tool review results will be posted to the FGDC metadata Web site. 

Four NAP workshops have been proposed to “jump start” standard implementation.  Two venues that have been targeted for workshops are the ESRI International User’s Conference in June and the URISA annual conference in August. 
7 - Advance Imagery for the Nation Initiative

Three major objectives have been outlined to advance the Imagery for the Nation Initiative.

· In collaboration with USDA, complete a Cost-Benefit Analysis of the Imagery for the Nation initiative to comprehensively review and determine the Return-on-Investment that can be expected, and to develop a better understanding of the associated tangible and intangible benefits and risks.

· Develop and communicate a detailed analysis of the governance requirements, partnership opportunities, and contracting options related to state and federal interactions when Imagery for the Nation is implemented.

· Develop strategies and options for funding a viable Imagery for the Nation program in the FY 2009 budget.
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