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Message from the FGDC Chair   PIC

I am pleased to present the 2006 Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Annual Report, which showcases the many collaborative activities and accomplishments of the FGDC and the geospatial community during the past year.  

One of the major activities during the past year is the Office of Management and Budget’s Geospatial Line of Business (LOB) initiative, launched in March 2006 as part of the President’s Management Agenda.  The Geospatial LOB is designed to leverage our resources, increase accountability and optimize federal geospatial-related investments while improving services to citizens.  

For non-federal stakeholders, the proposed National Geospatial Advisory Committee represents a new phase in the ongoing development of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI). The Committee will provide a new and productive forum to convey the views of non-federal stakeholders in the geospatial community.

The geospatial technology, Web services, and other information available today are easier to use and have become integrated into daily life in many ways. Our entire society benefits from new navigation and GPS tools, online 3-D maps, sensor systems for predicting and monitoring natural disasters, and critical homeland security information.

Most of these technologies and services are dependent upon the availability of timely and accurate data.  This Annual Report provides an overview of the current status of these key data sets and other areas of progress in the NSDI’s evolution.  For a more in-depth analysis of these topics, please visit the FGDC website (www.fgdc.gov), or the Geospatial One-Stop website (www.geodata.gov).

I am proud of the accomplishments of the geospatial community and appreciate the contributions of those involved in the continuing development of the NSDI.  All of us look forward to making the NSDI an even more important part of America’s digital data foundation in the coming year.

Sincerely,

Lynn Scarlett, Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

Chair, FGDC Steering Committee  

