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Top Ten Highlights for 2006

1 - Geospatial Line of Business 

The Geospatial Line of Business (LoB) was launched in March 2006 as part of the President’s 2007 Budget.  The Staff Director of the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) leads an interagency task force identifying opportunities to optimize, standardize, develop accountability and improved performance in federal geospatial activities, and support the further development of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI). For the complete story see page XX.

2 - NSDI Cooperative Agreements Program (CAP) Grants

For 12 years, CAP awards have played a substantial role in promoting and disseminating the tenets of the NSDI to thousands of practitioners by providing small seed grants to organizations.  The program emphasizes partnerships, collaboration, and the leveraging of geospatial resources to achieve its goals.  In 2006 a new category for NSDI expansion at state and local levels was debuted as the Fifty States Initiative. More information can be found on page XX.

3 - The Fifty States Initiative 

2006 was the inaugural year for the Fifty States Initiative. This planning process was endorsed by the National States Geographic Information Council and is targeted to meet state and local needs, institutionalizing statewide Geographic Information Systems (GIS) coordination and governance to advance the NSDI.  For more information see pages XX and XX.

4 - Governance 

The FGDC moved toward establishing a new inclusive NSDI governance model to ensure input and commitment from all non-federal stakeholders. The National Geospatial Advisory Committee will be established under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA).  The committee will provide advice and recommendations to the FGDC on matters related to national geospatial programs and further development of the NSDI.  See pages XX and XX.

5 - International Collaboration 

The FGDC provided management and planning support as well as active participation in the Ninth Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Association Meeting in Santiago, Chile.  Partnership agreements with international associations, signed in 2006, are paving the way for more extensive international collaboration and training. For the full story see pages XX and XX.

6 - Geospatial One-Stop

The Geospatial One-Stop (GOS) portal, www.geodata.gov, the official means to access the metadata resources managed in the NSDI Clearinghouse Network and other authoritative sources, saw an increase of over 30% of the accessible metadata records during 2006. The Geospatial One-Stop Partnership Marketplace allows organizations to publish their interest or intent in collecting geospatial data. By the end of 2006, the Marketplace had grown to include approximately 3,000 planned data acquisition records. For more information see pages XX.
7 - Geospatial Profile for the Federal Enterprise Architecture

The Geospatial Profile of the Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA) was published in January 2006.  It provides agency business architects with the references and background to recognize and incorporate common geospatial capabilities in their business planning.  It is one of three published FEA profiles.  For the complete story, see page XX. 

8 - Symbology Mapping Standard

FGDC’s Homeland Security Working Group developed a standard symbol set for emergency management and response. This effort resulted in the publication of ANSI/NCITS 415-2006, Homeland Security Mapping Standard - Point Symbology for Emergency Mapping in 2006. See page XX for more information.
9 - Framework Standards

The International Committee for Information Technology Standards (INCITS) Technical Committee L1 approved the Framework Data Standard for further processing to become an American National Standard.  The Framework Data Standard was created to enable data exchange for seven fundamental geospatial themes of critical importance to the development of the NSDI.  For more information see page XX.
10 - Imagery for the Nation

The Imagery for the Nation (IFTN) initiative advanced closer to implementation during 2006.  The National Digital Orthophoto (NDOP) Committee endorsed the initial IFTN proposal. Activities included developing federal needs, identifying the program costs, funding a Cost-Benefit Analysis (CBA) study, and resolving the implementation and management issues related to the design of IFTN.  More information can be found on page XX.
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