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Attachment 1 (OMEB Memo)

March 27, 2007

MEMORANDUM FOR: SENIOR AGENCY OFFICIAL FOR GEOSPATIAL

INFORMATION

FROM: Ivan DeLoatch
Staff Director, Federal Geographic Data Commitice
Managing Partoer for the Geospatial Line of Business

SUBJECT: Agency Geospatial Investments

Due Date: April 27, 2007

Affected Divisions: All. Please forward to agencies

OMB Contact: Rebecca Ferguson (202) 395-0346, rferguson@omb.eop.gov

Geospatial LoB Contact: Leslie Armstrong (703) 648-5740, larmstrong@usgs.gov

Purpose: To compile information on current agency investments in geospatial related
activities and capabilities. This information is needed to prepare the FY 2009 Business
Case/Exhibit 300 for the Geospatial Line of Business (LoB).

Actions Required: Update and report agency inventories of geospatial data and systems
uging a copmon set of mvestment definitions.

&

Senior Agency Officials for Geospatial Information (SAOGIs) should email this Data
Request and its attachments to their agency budget office. Agencies will need an
electronic version of the Attachment B template to use in subritting their responses.
Agencies should follow the detailed instructions in Attachment A to complete
Attachment B. Agencies will then submit their completed Attachment B by e-mail to
Leslie Armostrong, larmstrong(@usgs.gov no later than April 27, 2007.

Agencies should report quantitative information (Attachment B), rolled up to the
agency level. The component of the agency leading this achivity should coordinate

with the agency’s budget office and/or CIQ's office to distribute, execute, and manage -
' intra-agency activities in order to report at the agency level.

Agencies are requested to assist the Geospatial LoB in conducting a brief survey using
a web-based survey instrument (not attached to this request). Agencies should identify
a point of contact responsible for coordinating the appropriate intra-agency
distribution, execution, and management of the survey in coordination with the
designated agency SAOGI. Please email the name of your agency point of contact for

the execution of this swrvey to Leslie Armstrong at larmstrong@usgs.gov (with a copy

to the SAQGI) no later than March 30, 2007.
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5. Approximately one week after the release of this request, the Geospatial LoB
Manaping Parter will offer a workshop to answer questions about the process, data,
template, and survey, as well as to provide guidance to facilitate a complete, timely,
and accurate agency response to this request. The Geospatial LoB Managing Partner
will coordinate this workshop with the SAOGI and the designated point of contact
identified in item 4.

Approach: Through lessons learned from the June 2006 data call, the Geospatial LoB
- Task Force has developed a reporting approach designed to:

- Develop a more accurate and targeted A-16 investment baseline

- Capture current data related to future Federal enterprise data and services priorities
- Capture additional data/service attribute requirements for high priority datasets

- Highlight and prionitize current and future common capability requirements

- Understand bow agencies use A-16 data and services to meet tnission requirements

Desired Qutcomes: The desired outcomes of this effort are:

- Consistent, accurate and less burdensome baseline investent repoxting
- Relevant, higher-utility data

- Enhanced Return on Investment (ROI) data for the FY09 Business Case
- Electronic record of geospatial activities for future analytics

- Prioritized A-16 data theme business activity patterns

- Cross-cutting capability requirements expression

- Potential cross-service capacity information

- Collaboration opportunities

Background: Geospatial Defined - Geospatial data is information that identifies the
geographic location and characteristics of natural or constructed features and boundaries
on the Earth, This information may be derived from, among other things, remote sensing,
mapping, and surveying technologies. Geospatial technologies capture, store, manage,
integrate, displays, analyze and otherwise assist in the interpretation of this data in its
entire context for better decision-making. Advances in technology and the use of
geospatial information have outpaced the ability of the Federal government to effectively
coordinate budget planning and realize cost savings/avoidance by strategically managing
geospatial investments to ensure that they are more adaptable, proactive and inclusive.

In June 2006 agencies were requested to identify and report their geospatial investments
and activities as defined by OMB Circular A-16. In July 2006 the General Services
Administration (GSA), Office of Technology Strategy, in coordination with the Geospatial
LoB Task Force, reviewed the information reported and concluded that:
s 20% of all reported investments did not specify the investment type
»  49% of all reported investments did not specify the GIS, or location-based data
theme
o 37% of all reported investments did not specify the service component (or
capability) provided by the investment

In preparation for the 2007 data request, the interagency Geospatial LoB Task Force
developed common investment definitions and detailed temyplates with instructions to
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address gaps in previously requested data and to assist agencies in providing complete,
timely, accurate and relevant information that can be used to develop a quality baseline and
identify opportunities for collaboration across similar geospatial investments.

Attachments:
Attachment A — Guidelines for Completing Reporting Template
Attachment B — Reporting Template for the Geospatial LoB Business Case




